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Source : VdeM, Direction des grands parcs et du verdissement, 
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Source : VdeM, Direction des grands parcs et du verdissement, 
2010  _p.41
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2010  _p.42
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Source : VdeM, Plan de protection et mise en valeur du Mont-
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Source : DGPV, VdeM _p.63    
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paysagistes et Beaupré et Michaud architectes  _p.64

ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES (EXTRAIT PAGE 91 Étude VFBM)
Source : Tirée de l’étude_ Analyse paysagère de 
l’Arrondissement historique et naturel du Mont-Royal, Nicole 
Valois Architecte Paysagiste, Fauteux et associés architectes 
paysagistes et Beaupré et Michaud architectes  _p.65

INTERPRÉTATION _ PRINCIPAUX AXES D’APPROCHES, SEUILS 
D’ACCÈS ET DENSITÉ DE LA POPULATION _ ANALYSE 375ième, 
2012 
Source : Lucie Robin, Sylvain Legault, DGPV, VdeM  _p.66 

INTERPRÉTATION _ PRINCIPAUX AXES D’APPROCHES, SEUILS 
D’ACCÈS ET DENSITÉ DE LA POPULATION _ ANALYSE 375ième, 
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INTERPRÉTATION _ PARCOURS D’APPROCHE _  ANALYSE 
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 ARRONDISSEMENT HISTORIQUE ET NATUREL DU MONT-ROYAL (AHNMR) _ CARTE GÉNÉRALE DU PÉRIMÈTRE RÉALISÉE EN 2005

Un statut national, une protection juridique
La ministre de la Culture et des Communications et ministre responsable de la 
région de Montréal, Mme Line Beauchamp, a annoncé le 11 mars 2005 l’adoption 
par le Conseil des ministres du décret créant officiellement l’arrondissement 
historique et naturel du Mont-Royal, un statut qui vise à en assurer un développe-
ment harmonieux, à favoriser sa mise en valeur et la conservation de ses éléments 
distinctifs.

CETTE CARTE EST FOURNIE À TITRE INDICATIF SEULEMENT ET N’A AUCUNE VALEUR LÉGALE. 

GROUPE CARDINAL HARDY  
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Vues et perspectives de la Montagne
Historique des paysages du Mont-Royal

Étude paysagère de l’arrondissement historique et naturel du Mont-Royal
Nicole Valois, architecte paysagiste Fauteux et associés, architectes paysagistes Beaupré et Michaud, architectes4

1556 - La Terra de Hochelaga nella Nova Francia. Ce plan ac-
compagne la première relation imprimée des voyages de Jacques 
Cartier en 1534 et 1535. C’est le premier plan imprimé qui montre 
l’emplacement d’une ville canadienne. Tiré de Prima Relatione di 
�acques Cartier della Terra Nuova de Giovanni battista Ramusio.

1556 - La Terra de Hochelaga nella nova Francia.
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Vues et perspectives de la Montagne
Historique des paysages du Mont-Royal
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territoire de la montagne sont 
indiquées en gris
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EVOLUTION 1871 - 1931

Source : collection des cartes, VdeM _ montage : DGPV, Sylvain Legault,  VdeM
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EVOLUTION 1949 - 1950

Source : collection des cartes, VdeM _ montage : DGPV, Sylvain Legault,  VdeM
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ÉVOLUTION 1964 - 1983

Source : collection des cartes, VdeM _ montage : DGPV, Sylvain Legault,  VdeM
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1990 2007

ÉVOLUTION 1990 - 2007 

Source : VdeM _ montage : DGPV, Sylvain Legault,  VdeM
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2 .  E N J E U X ,  O R I E N T A T I O N S  E T  M E S U R E S

Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Le projet de conservation

Composantes du réseau écologique* (423 ha)

 Zone noyau primaire (121 ha)

 Zone noyau à consolider (72 ha)

 Zone tampon (30 m) (61 ha)

 Corridor écologique (55 ha)

 Massif forestier existant

 Plaine horticole d’intérêt écologique (114 ha)

Espaces hors du réseau écologique

 Bois d’intérêt à valoriser (5,57 ha)

 Espace végétal

 Limite de l’arrondissement historique et naturel 
du Mont-Royal

 Parc

*  en vertu de la Politique de protection et de mise en valeur 

des milieux naturels

Mars 2009

LE PROJET DE CONSERVATION EN VERTU DE LA POLITIQUE DE PROTECTION ET DE MISE EN VALEUR DES MILIEUX NATURELS, MARS 2009 
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CARTE DU SYSTÈME PARCELLAIRE
CIRCA 2010 (CARTE D’UTILISATION DU SOL)
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URBAN SOLAND 15

TYPOLOGIE DU SYSTÈME VIAIRE

Le réseau viaire correspond au système des voies et des espaces libres 
permettant la circulation ainsi que leurs aires de stationnement. Il se 
compose notamment de chemins, d'avenues, de boulevards et de rues. Il 
résulte habituellement d'un processus lent, et adopte une variété de formes. 
Ses caractéristiques, au même titre que celles du patrimoine bâti, font partie 
de l'intérêt patrimonial de l'arrondissement historique et devraient être 
protégées. Le réseau viaire se compose de différents types de parcours, dont le 
parcours directeur (parcours-mère ou fondateur), le parcours d'implantation 
et le parcours de raccordement. 

Les voies se composent généralement d’une chaussée pour la circulation et le 
stationnement sur rue ainsi que, dans certains cas, d’équipements piétonniers, 
d’équipements cyclables et de banquettes latérales ou d’accotements. La voie 
publique est bordée de parcelles qui forment le système parcellaire.

Les parois des voies publiques sont composées des espaces contigus à 
celles-ci, incluant les marges avant des bâtiments et leurs façades. Elles sont 
délimitées de façon plus ou moins franche par les plantations végétales, les 
façades des bâtiments ou les aménagements de la parcelle, dont des murets, 
des clôtures et des haies. Réunis, ces éléments contribuent à définir et à 
caractériser un corridor public formé par des espaces publics et privés qui 
peuvent être appréhendés d’un seul tenant par quiconque se trouve sur la 
voie publique.

Le parcours directeur ou fondateur
Le parcours directeur est une voie de circulation qui relie les premiers 
lieux d’occupation d’un territoire. Aussi est-il habituellement parmi les 
plus anciennes voies de circulation d'un territoire. Le parcours directeur se 
caractérise souvent par sa sinuosité, qui compose avec le relief et les obstacles 
naturels. Son aménagement précède généralement le lotissement des terres 
qui le bordent. Les premières habitations s’installent habituellement en 
bordure du parcours directeur. 

Le parcours d’implantation
Le parcours d’implantation, par opposition au parcours directeur, est une voie 
de circulation aménagée spécifiquement pour accueillir des lotissements. Il 
s’agit habituellement d’une voie rectiligne, dont les parcelles réparties de 
chaque côté sont destinées à accueillir des maisons individuelles. Dans les 
réseaux viaires peu élaborés, le parcours directeur joue parfois le rôle de 
parcours d’implantation.

Le parcours de raccordement
Le parcours de raccordement est une voie de circulation qui relie deux 
autres voies, dont des parcours directeurs et des parcours d'implantation. 
Cependant, ses parois sont généralement peu construites, car ce type de 
parcours n'est pas destiné à l'implantation de bâtiments. 

NOTE
Ce texte et les définitions des types de parcours proviennent de la 
Direction du patrimoine et de la muséologie du MCCCF.
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celles-ci, incluant les marges avant des bâtiments et leurs façades. Elles sont 
délimitées de façon plus ou moins franche par les plantations végétales, les 
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SYNCHRONIE DE L’ÉVOLUTION VIAIRE

Synthèse des permanences

1642-1778

1778-1870

1870-1907

1907-1949

1949-2010

Les principaux parcours directeurs ou fondateurs se 
structurent à partir des sentiers amérindiens. Ces parcours, les 
chemins de la Côte-des-Neiges, de la Côte-Sainte-Catherine 
et de la Côte-Saint-Antoine sont fortement influencés par la 
topographie du mont Royal. Comme artères principales, ils 
assurent encore aujourd’hui leur usage ancestral respectif.

Une première trame viaire sur le flanc sud du mont Royal 
se développe. Les rues nord-sud se butent sur les pentes 
escarpées de la montagne. Les rues est-ouest, comme la rue 
Sherbrooke, suivent les plateaux naturels du territoire.

Les cimetières Notre-Dame-des-Neiges et Mont-Royal sont 
caractérisés par des réseaux internes particuliers.

Cette période est caractérisée par le développement intensif 
de la trame orthogonale en périphérie de la montagne.

Les premiers développements d’un réseau viaire apparaissent 
en terrain plus abrupt dans le secteur de Westmount. Ces 
parcours négocient la topographie de la montagne à l’aide de 
tracés sinueux.

L’introduction du chemin dessiné par Olmstaed au coeur de 
la montagne, devenu le parc du Mont-Royal, et les réseaux 
des cimetières, consacrent la spécificité dite naturelle du 
territoire de la montagne.

Développement final du réseau viaire sur les pentes escarpées 
de la montagne, tant dans le secteur de Westmount que dans 
le secteur d’Outremont.

La trame orthogonale dans le secteur Côte-des-Neiges 
consolide la spécificité est-ouest du système parcelaire du 
territoire.

L’intrusion des échangeurs Parc – Pins et Côte-des-Neiges – 
Remembrance transforme les abords de la montagne; tout 
comme le chemin Remembrance, de type parkway, favorise 
l’accès véhiculaire au coeur de la montagne.

Le concept du nouveau carrefour Parc – Pins se réclame du 
projet inachevé du XIXe siècle d’un «Mountain Boulevard» 
panoramique et initie des projets de mise en valeur de réseau 
viaires dans le territoire de l’AHNMR.
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La trame orthogonale dans le secteur Côte-des-Neiges 
consolide la spécificité est-ouest du système parcelaire du 
territoire.

L’intrusion des échangeurs Parc – Pins et Côte-des-Neiges – 
Remembrance transforme les abords de la montagne; tout 
comme le chemin Remembrance, de type parkway, favorise 
l’accès véhiculaire au coeur de la montagne.

Le concept du nouveau carrefour Parc – Pins se réclame du 
projet inachevé du XIXe siècle d’un «Mountain Boulevard» 
panoramique et initie des projets de mise en valeur de réseau 
viaires dans le territoire de l’AHNMR.
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L E  P A T R I M O I N E  B Â T I

La carte ci-jointe illustre des exemples du patrimoine immobilier de l’arrondissement historique et naturel du Mont-Royal, 
notamment ses composantes bâties ayant fait l’objet d’une reconnaissance offi cielle, de même que les propriétés municipales 
présentant un intérêt patrimonial.

E X E M P L E S  D U  P A T R I M O I N E  I M M O B I L I E R 
D E  L ’ A R R O N D I S S E M E N T  H I S T O R I Q U E  E T  N A T U R E L  D U  M O N T - R O Y A L

LIEUX HISTORIQUES NATIONAUX DU CANADA

Appartements Marlborough 1  

570, rue Milton

Cimetière Mont-Royal 2  

Cimetière Notre-Dame-des-Neiges 3  

Oratoire Saint-Joseph du Mont-Royal 4  

Pavillon Hersey (Hôpital Royal-Victoria) 5  

687, avenue des Pins Ouest

Résidence H.-Vincent-Meredith 6  

1110, avenue des Pins Ouest

Trafalgar Lodge 7  

3021-3025, avenue Trafalgar

SITES ET MONUMENTS HISTORIQUES RECONNUS PAR LE GOUVERNEMENT 
DU QUÉBEC EN VERTU DE LA LOI SUR LES BIENS CULTURELS 

Site historique classé de la Maison John-Wilson-McConnell  8  

1475, avenue des Pins Ouest

Site historique reconnu de l’Îlot Trafalgar-Gleneagles 9  

Monuments historiques classés :

Maison Charles-G.-Greenshields10  

1515, avenue du Docteur-Penfi eld

Maison Ernest-Cormier11  

1418, avenue des Pins Ouest

Maison Jarry-Dit-Henrichon12  

5085, rue Decelles

Maison John-Wilson-McConnell 8  

1475, avenue des Pins Ouest

Maison Joseph-Aldéric-Raymond13  

1507, avenue du Docteur-Penfi eld

PROPRIÉTÉS MUNICIPALES D’INTÉRÊT PATRIMONIAL

Atelier de la cour Côte-des-Neiges14  

4180, chemin de la Côte-des-Neiges 

Central d’alarme du Service d’incendie15  

4040, avenue du Parc

Chalet du Mont-Royal16  

1196, voie Camillien-Houde

Croix du Mont-Royal17  

1100, voie Camillien-Houde

Écurie et remise du parc du Mont-Royal18  

4040, avenue du Parc

Kiosque de musique du parc du Mont-Royal19  

4060, avenue du Parc

Maison Hosea-Bonen-Smith20  

1260, chemin Remembrance

Pavillon du lac aux Castors21  

2000, chemin Remembrance

Station de pompage Côte-des-Neiges22  

4160, chemin de la Côte-des-Neiges

Station de pompage McTavish23  

815-855, avenue du Docteur-Penfi eld

Vespasienne du parc Jeanne-Mance24  

325, avenue Duluth Ouest 

Le patrimoine bâti  
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2 .  E N J E U X ,  O R I E N T A T I O N S  E T  M E S U R E S

Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Le patrimoine bâti 

#  Lieux et bâtiments identifi és à la liste ci-contre

La carte identifi e plusieurs exemples du patrimoine immobilier 
de l’arrondissement historique et naturel du Mont-Royal mais 
n’en présente pas un inventaire exhaustif.

Mars 2009

LE PATRIMOINE BÂTI, PPMVMR, 2009 
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Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Les vues d’intérêt vers le mont Royal

 Vue vers le mont Royal

 Vue menacée vers le mont Royal

Les points de vue retenus se limitent à des lieux publics 
localisés sur la montagne ou relativement près de la montagne, 
la protection de ces vues assurant dans une large mesure 
celle des vues offertes à partir de points plus éloignés, tels 
que des infrastructures périphériques au centre (p.ex. viaducs, 
échangeurs, autoroutes, ponts, voies ferrées).

Mars 2009

2 .  E N J E U X ,  O R I E N T A T I O N S  E T  M E S U R E S
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LES VUES D’INTÉRÊT DEPUIS LE MONT ROYAL, PPMVMR 2009   
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Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Les vues d’intérêt depuis le mont Royal

 Vue depuis le mont Royal

 Vue menacée depuis le mont Royal

 A. Belvédère Kondiaronk

 B. Avenue des Pins en bordure du parc Rutherford

 C. Rue Peel, angle avenue des Pins 

 D. Rue de la Montagne, angle avenue du Docteur-Penfi eld 

 E. Clairière au nord de l’Hôpital général 

 F. Intersection Cedar et Côte-des-Neiges

 G. Belvédère du parc Summit vers le sud

 H. Parc King-George 

 I. Belvédère Roslyn 

 J. Oratoire Saint-Joseph du Mont-Royal

 K. Belvédère du parc Summit vers le nord

 L. Chemin Polytechnique de l’Université de Montréal

 M. Pavillon principal de l’Université de Montréal

 N. Axe Vincent-D’Indy

 O. Belvédère Camillien-Houde

 P. Voie Camillien-Houde vers le nord

 Q. Mountain View (Cimetière Mont-Royal)

 R. Sentiers de l’Escarpement Est du parc du Mont-Royal

 S. Escalier Trafalgar  

 T. Intersection De Ramezay et Cedar

Mars 2009
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2 .  E N J E U X ,  O R I E N T A T I O N S  E T  M E S U R E S

18

Les points de vues

1 à 6 Parc du Mont-Royal

7 rue Surrey Garden

8 à 16 Cimetière Notre-Dame-des-Neiges

17 à 23 Cimetière Mont-Royal

24 Belvédère du parc Summit

Mars 2009

Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Les vues intérieures
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2 .  E N J E U X ,  O R I E N T A T I O N S  E T  M E S U R E S

Plan de protection et de mise en valeur du Mont-Royal

Les sites archéologiques et les 
sépultures amérindiennes recensés

Liste des sites archéologiques*

BiFj-006 Fort de la Montagne, Séminaire des 
Sulpiciens

BiFj-031 Sépultures amérindiennes de Westmount

BiFj-036 Maison Hurtubise

BiFj-080 Villa Rosemount, Parc Percy-Walters

BiFj-081 Snow Hill, Oratoire Saint-Joseph du Mont-Royal

BjFj-001 Dawson

BjFj-046 Place Sainte-Sophie

BjFj-097 Carrière préhistorique

BjFj-117 Funiculaire du parc du Mont-Royal

BjFj-130 Parc Jeanne-Mance

BjFj-134 Site préhistorique

MTL Réservoir du Mont-Royal

Liste des sépultures amérindiennes*

S1 Terrain funéraire de Westmount

S2 Sépultures du Lot Lyman (cimetière Mont-Royal)

S3 Sépultures de la grotte

S4 Sépulture de la rue Pratt

S5 Sépultures du chemin de la Côte-Sainte-Catherine
(entre les avenues Vincent-D’Indy et Fernhill)

S6 Sépultures du chemin Queen-Mary (MTL07-04-2)

*Voir l’annexe 2 pour la description

 Site archéologique

 Sépulture amérindienne

 Parc

Mars 2009

SITES ARCHÉOLOGIQUES, PPMVMR, 2009
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6.2.4  CARTES _ ANALYSE ET SYNTHÈSE 



ÉLÉMENTS SIGNIFICATIFS _ LE MONT ROYAL    
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ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES DÉCOUPAGE  PRÉLIMINAIRE, TOPOGRAPHIE, LIMITES DE l’AHNMR _ MONT ROYAL,  2010, VFBM

0 250 500

Étude paysagère de l’arrondissement historique et naturel du Mont-Royal CARTE DES ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES

Nicole Valois - Fauteux et associés - Beaupré et Michaud - Octobre 2008

Légende

limite des entités 
paysagères

limite des entités Limite 
cadastrale

Les courbes de 
niveau principales 
sont au 10 m.

limite de l’arrondissement 
historique et naturel du 
Mont-Royal

0 250 500 m
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ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES   (EXTRAIT PAGE 91 ANALYSE PAYSAGÈRE DE L’AHNMR, ÉTUDE VFBM, 2010) 

LISTE DES ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES  

ENTITÉS PAYSAGÈRES DÉCOUPAGE  PRÉLIMINAIRE, TOPOGRAPHIE, LIMITES DE l’AHNMR _ MONT ROYAL,  2010, VFBM    ATLAS DU PAYSAGE DU MONT ROYAL  /  ANNEXE 6.2 _ 65 



No de

Remarques:

Fichier:

No du plan:

No de l'index:

No

Titre du plan:

Nom du projet:

Approbation:

Responsable du projet:

Dessin:

Échelle: Date:

No Description Date Par

B.M.

Élévation:

Révisions

1

Chef de division:

No de contrat:

01
01

PLAN D'ENSEMBLE

PARC DU MONT-ROYAL

0225

3333-AP-01

MICHEL DEVOY

3333

JACQUES BEAULIEU

LUCIE ROBIN

S. LEGAULT

30/01/2012

PLAN D'ENSEMBLE
ÉCHELLE 1:10 000

INTERSECTION  QUEEN MARY/CÔTE-DES-NEIGES
ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

INTERSECTION  DU PARC/MONT-ROYAL

INTERSECTION  DU PARC/DES PINS

ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

INTERSECTION  DES PINS/CÔTE-DES-NEIGES
ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

LÉGENDE

AXE D'APPROCHE PRINCIPALE

AXE D'APPROCHE SECONDAIRE

AXE ROUTIER

MÉTRO

SEUIL

ESPACE PUBLIC

DENSITÉ DE POPULATION (hab./Km2)
AIRE DE DIFFUSION, 2006

CANAL DE  LACHINE

AV
EN

UE
 A

TW
AT

ER

C
H

EM
IN

 D
E 

LA
C

Ô
TE

-D
ES

-N
EI

G
ES

A
VE

N
U

E 
O

U
TR

EM
O

N
T

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

U
 P

A
R

C

BOULEVARD SAINT-JOSEPH

AVENUE DULUTH

AVENUE MONT-ROYAL

RUE RACHEL

AVENUE DES PINS
R

U
E 

G
U

Y

R
U

E 
PE

EL

R
U

E 
U

N
IV

ER
SI

TY

R
U

E 
D

E 
B

LE
U

R
Y

RUE DE LA COMMUNE

FLEUVE SAINT-LAURENT

RUE PRINCE-ARTHUR

A
VE

N
U

E 
W

IL
D

ER
TO

N

RUE SHERBROOKE

R
U

E 
C

O
U

R
C

EL
LE

THE BOULEVARD

CHEMIN QUEEN MARY

CHEMIN DE LA
CÔTE-STE-CATHERINE

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

E 
D

A
R

LI
N

G
TO

N

A
VE

N
U

E 
VI

C
TO

R
IA

AVENUE
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

A
VA

A
R

A
VE

N
U

E 
M

cE
A

C
H

R
A

N

R
U

E 
SA

IN
T-

U
R

B
A

IN

B
O

U
LE

VA
R

D
 S

A
IN

T-
LA

U
R

EN
T

S

S

115

S

S

S S

S

AVENUE MONT-ROYAL

RUE RACHEL

AVENUE DES PINS

RUE PRINCE-ARTHUR

INTERPRÉTATION _ PRINCIPAUX AXES D’APPROCHES, SEUILS D’ACCÈS ET DENSITÉ DE LA POPULATION _ ANALYSE 375ième, 2012 

So
ur

ce
 : 

Vd
eM

, D
G

PV

66 _  ANNEXE 6.2  /  ATLAS DU PAYSAGE DU MONT ROYAL 



No de

Remarques:

Fichier:

No du plan:

No de l'index:

No

Titre du plan:

Nom du projet:

Approbation:

Responsable du projet:

Dessin:

Échelle: Date:

No Description Date Par

B.M.

Élévation:

Révisions

1

Chef de division:

No de contrat:

01
01

PLAN D'ENSEMBLE

PARC DU MONT-ROYAL

0225

3333-AP-01

MICHEL DEVOY

3333

JACQUES BEAULIEU

LUCIE ROBIN

S. LEGAULT

30/01/2012

PLAN D'ENSEMBLE
ÉCHELLE 1:10 000

INTERSECTION  QUEEN MARY/CÔTE-DES-NEIGES
ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

INTERSECTION  DU PARC/MONT-ROYAL

INTERSECTION  DU PARC/DES PINS

ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

INTERSECTION  DES PINS/CÔTE-DES-NEIGES
ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

ÉCHELLE 1:5 000

LÉGENDE

AXE D'APPROCHE PRINCIPALE

AXE D'APPROCHE SECONDAIRE

AXE ROUTIER

MÉTRO

SEUIL

ESPACE PUBLIC

DENSITÉ DE POPULATION (hab./Km2)
AIRE DE DIFFUSION, 2006

CANAL DE  LACHINE

AV
EN

UE
 A

TW
AT

ER

C
H

EM
IN

 D
E 

LA
C

Ô
TE

-D
ES

-N
EI

G
ES

A
VE

N
U

E 
O

U
TR

EM
O

N
T

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

U
 P

A
R

C

BOULEVARD SAINT-JOSEPH

AVENUE DULUTH

AVENUE MONT-ROYAL

RUE RACHEL

AVENUE DES PINS
R

U
E 

G
U

Y

R
U

E 
PE

EL

R
U

E 
U

N
IV

ER
SI

TY

R
U

E 
D

E 
B

LE
U

R
Y

RUE DE LA COMMUNE

FLEUVE SAINT-LAURENT

RUE PRINCE-ARTHUR

A
VE

N
U

E 
W

IL
D

ER
TO

N

RUE SHERBROOKE

R
U

E 
C

O
U

R
C

EL
LE

THE BOULEVARD

CHEMIN QUEEN MARY

CHEMIN DE LA
CÔTE-STE-CATHERINE

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

E 
D

A
R

LI
N

G
TO

N

A
VE

N
U

E 
VI

C
TO

R
IA

AVENUE
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE

A
VE

N
U

E 
D

A
VA

A
R

A
VE

N
U

E 
M

cE
A

C
H

R
A

N

R
U

E 
SA

IN
T-

U
R

B
A

IN

B
O

U
LE

VA
R

D
 S

A
IN

T-
LA

U
R

EN
T

S

S

115

S

S

S S

S

AVENUE MONT-ROYAL

RUE RACHEL

AVENUE DES PINS

RUE PRINCE-ARTHUR

INTERPRÉTATION _ PRINCIPAUX AXES D’APPROCHES, SEUILS D’ACCÈS ET DENSITÉ DE LA POPULATION, ANALYSE 375ième, 2012 _ extrait 

So
ur

ce
 : 

Vd
eM

, D
G

PV
 

   ATLAS DU PAYSAGE DU MONT ROYAL  /  ANNEXE 6.2 _ 67 



INTERPRÉTATION _ PARCOURS D’APPROCHE _  ANALYSE 375ième, 2012 
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SELECTED
CITATIONS from
MOUNT ROYAL 
by FREDERICK 
LAW OLMSTED

GENERAL PRINCIPLES / PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX

Plan for the long term 
 Planifier à long terme
Park improvements ..... do not look to the immediate 
relief of tangible, serious and generally felt public 
inconveniences... With sound management after a 
year or two the real purport and value of the impro-
vements will begin to develop and will thereafter 
increase at a rapidly advancing rate of augmentation 
for a period of at least fifty years.  Money spent for 
the immediate gratification of the public is almost 
sure to be extravagantly spent.  28th September 
1876, to H.A. Nelson.

Subordinate interventions to a strong guiding idea 
(vision) 
 Subordonner toute intervention à une idée directrice 
forte
In works of art,  which the experience of the world 
has stamped of a high grade of value, there is found 
a strong single purpose, with a variety of subordinate 
purposes so worked out and working together that 
the main purpose is the better served because of the 
diversity of these subordinate purposes.  The first 
secures the quality of unity and harmony; the others, 
that of a controlled variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Design /  maintain as an overall ‘work of Art’ 
 Aménager et entretenir le parc comme une œuvre 
d'art
... You know that the market-value of a literary work 
of art (the psalms of David, the novels of Scott, the 
idylls of Tennyson) does not depend on the amount 
of paper and ink used in them; that a work of the 
painter's art is not valued by counting the cost of the 
canvas, pigments, and day's labor which has been 
spent on it, or a statue by the cost of the marble 
and its cutting.  You know also that of the works of 
two men, given the same subject to draw, paint, or 
carve, one representing no more school-knowledge, 
industry, faithfulness, or hand-labor, only higher art, 
will sell at once for ten times as much as the other, 
and that this difference in market value instead 
of lessening will increase century after century....  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.30

Respect the ‘‘genus loci’’ (spirtit of place) 
 Respecter le "genus loci"
You have chosen to take a mountain for your park, 
but, in truth, a mountain barely worthy of the name.  
You would call it a hill if it stood a few miles further 
away from the broad, flat, river valley.  Its scenery, 
that is to say, is but relatively mountainous.  Yet, 
whatever of special adaptation it has to your purpose 
lies in that relative quality.  It would be wasteful to try 
to make any thing else than a mountain of it; ...no 
condition of economical management, then, is more 
stringently binding than that of a steady resistance 
to all short-sighted aims which would result in 
such waste, or lead to conditions inconsistent with 
mountain dignity, serenity, and strength.  Fancies, 
fashions, and affectations, for which room might be 
temporarily allowed on another site, should have no 
place.....  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Serve the entire community 
Desservir l'ensemble de la communauté
Excuse me for suggesting that the grant of rights to 
any portion of a public park to any club or associa-
tion, to the exclusion of the public in general should 
be made with caution, as in course of time many 
applications for similar concessions are likely to 
be made on more or less plausible grounds and 
jealousies and animosities and embarrassments are 
liable to result"*
29th April 1876,  to H. A. Nelson
It is not the stronger but the weaker links of a chain 
that you must consider in determining what strain 
you will put upon it.  Fit your work on the mountain to 
over-weighted nervous conditions and you may be 
sure that it will suit the robust and light-hearted.
Mount Royal, 1881, p.59

Design for both physical and mental well being. 
Pas simplement pour faire de l’exercice et prendre de 
l’air mais destinés avant tout à toucher l’âme des gens
The value of this city property is to depend on the degree 
in which it shall be adapted to attract citizens to obtain 
needful exercise and cheerful mental occupation in the 
open air, with the result of better health and fitness in all 
respects for the trials and duties of life; .....
......an element of value much more important to be 
borne in mind than inducements to take air and exercise-
--more important because much less available to the city 
by other means than the improvement of the mountain---
the intrinsic value of charming natural scenery....
Mount Royal, 1881, p. 2? à  25

GUIDING IDEA / IDÉE DIRECTRICE

Enhance the charm of natural scenery / Mettre en valeur 
le charme des paysages naturels
What I ask you to accept as the true key to economy on 
the mountain is the clear sense that by the degree in 
which people, while resorting to it, will be subject to the 
bracing, soothing, tranquilizing medication of poetical 
scenery, in that degree will it be valuable, and your 
investment in it profitable.  In so far as the management 
fails to constantly serve that end; in so far, especially, as 
it runs counter to it, you must judge those responsible for 
it as you would judge those responsible for leaky sewers 
and wasting aqueducts.Yet it may be as well to consider 
that if you secure this all else will be added.  The air will 
not be fouled by that which gives poetic charm to the 
scenery, nor will exercise in it be enervating.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.25

STEWARDSHIP / SUIVI

Intervenir according to an overall concept and idea 
Développer des interventions à partir d’un scénario-
concept
My duty I conceive to have been to supply the main plot 
or arrangement the theme of the work to be afterward 
composed.  Shakespeare was not above giving his 
best powers to works thus laid out by inferior men - his 
predecessors.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.13

Create a small team dedicated to park objectives 
Former une petite équipe dévouée aux objectifs
To proceed economically, you need to have a small staff 
of men who are, or who can be trained to be, experts in 
three of four main divisions of the required service, and, 
recollect that if these men are well chosen, their value 
is to increase with every year's additional special expe-
rience in the locality, and that their work is to be conti-
nuous work, the value of what they do in one year being 
relative to what, in doing it, they have intended to do and 
may do the following year.Mount Royal, 1881, p.66

DESIGN PRINCIPLES / ÉLÉMENTS DE DESIGN

Accentuate (reinforce) the principale caracteristics the 
site / Accentuer les caractéristiques principales du site
In the lower and less rugged parts, that is to say, the 
predominating trees should be such as attain their most 
perfect character only under conditions still lower, more 
fertile, and softer; ...  These parts should also be planted 
... in more open groups, (with) clean, unbroken surfaces 
of turf between the groups. .... In the most elevated, 
exposed, Arctic, and continuously rocky regions, the 
predominating trees should be those which are found 
to occur naturally in even more trying situations, .... and 
such variety of low trees, bushes, prostrate shrubs, and 
vines as will be found necessary to obscure all places 
where the soil is too thin and poor for turf .....
Pursuing this hint skillfully, and not at all in a pedantic or 
exact spirit, you will cheaply give a stronger emphasis 
to the difference of elevation between your mountain top 
and base, making your mountain more mountain-like, 
gaining: withal, a natural and appropriate element of 
variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.44
Small as your mountain is, it presents in different parts 
no little variety of mountain form and feature.  A leading 
economy in its management will be found to lie in tuning 

to still better account this consistent diversity, so that the 
visitor in passing out of one part into another, will receive 
a stronger impression and be more charmed than he 
would with greater sameness.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.43

Integrate the discovery of points of view  / Intégrer la 
découverte des points de vue dans celui des paysages
Even this might be to some a question; but let any man 
ask himself whether the value of such views as the 
grandest the mountain offers, is greater when they are 
made distinct spectacles or when they are enjoyed as 
successive incidents of a sustained landscape poem,  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.58-59

Design built features not as an end in themselves but 
rather as a way to support landscape scenery / Ne pas 
concevoir les éléments construits comme des fins en 
soi, mais comme des moyens de soutenir la découverte 
des paysages
 Bear in mind that it is in the earth, the rocks, the soil, 
and what the soil, by the skilful adaptation of means 
to well-chosen ends, shall be made to produce and 
support, that the essential value of this property is to 
consist.  These are the meat and drink of the entertain-
ment, to which the roads and walks and buildings are as 
knives and forks. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.80
Regarded as ornaments it must be always remembered 
that the mountain is a mountain and all finished artificial 
ornaments upon it will be more or less incongruous.  
Every artificial object upon it should be placed there only 
and obviously only to serve in some practical way the 
main purpose of the enjoyment of natural scenery, and 
the less conspicuous it is the better.
28 April 1877, to Mount Royal Park Commission

Offer a pastoral ambiance surrounded by woodland 
/ Offrir des ambiances pastorales entourées d’aires 
boisés
It needs no planting, except to restore a natural face to 
the bordering woods, where they have been ill-used.  It 
can easily be made the finest spread of turf on the conti-
nent.  But it will be best kept, when once well formed, 
with sheep and not with lawn-like smoothness. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.47-48

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT / GÉRER LA VÉGÉTATION

Preciously conserve marvellous places / Conserver 
précieusement les endroits merveilleux
I will go further, and tell you if you cannot afford to keep 
a single man so employed, there are hundreds of little 
places on the mountain within which, if you can but per-
suade yourselves to regard them as sacred places and 
save them from sacrilegious hands and feet, the original 
Gardener of Eden will delight your eyes with little pic-
tures within greater pictures of indescribable loveliness.  
And remember that it is the lilies of the field, not the lilies 
of the garden we are bid to consider. p.51-52 ?

Just because an existing ‘natural site’ has some 
‘redeeming qualities’ doesn’t mean it must be integrally 
preserved  / Ne pas garder intégralement un site sim-
plement parce qu'il n'est pas complètement dépourvu 
de charme
The error in art, referred to in the last chapter, would 
preserve and maintain this aspect of mountain scenery, 
simply because it is a natural aspect, and does not 
wholly exclude the charm of nature.  Would it not be 
as rational for a farmer to say that because his cows 
sometimes pick a little food out of boggy vegetation he 
will not drain the ground and get a field of rich, corn-
producing soil?  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.36
Thus, you can rapidly establish a new face to the wood 
which will in truth be equally natural in aspect, and, 
whether regarded as the foreground of a distant view or 
looked at closely for its local beauty, far more charming 
than the best that nature, unenouraged, would much 
more slowly give you. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.34

Nor is it to be apprehended that the new aspect 
would be less natural, or less mountain-like, or in 
any respect less valuable, than that which it would 
supersede.  It would surely be much more so. 
Mount Royal, 1881,  p.36-37

Don’t ‘flower’  / Ne pas fleurir
"One of the most inconsiderately wasteful ways 
of spending money on the mountain to which you 
are liable to be tempted, is that of the introduction 
upon it of flower-beds, clumps of flowering shrubs, 
cushions of rhododendrons or azaleas, schools of 
roses - possibly ribband-gardening, floral embroidery 
sub-tropical borders, and whatever is commonly 
found on a polished lawn of the present fashion in 
lawns, in a place furnished with propagating houses 
and wintering pits, and given over to a fashionable 
gardener." 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.50

Responsably create and manage views through 
esthetique forestry / Ne pas couper d'arbres lorsque 
nécessaire doit être considéré comme une manifes-
tation de négligence.
Instead of saying that if men are seen to be cutting 
trees out of a plantation there is a presumption of 
ignorant or unfeeling management, which, practically, 
is the prevailing disposition with those expressing 
the most affectionate interest in our parks, they are 
agreed in teaching that whenever a year passes in 
which trees are not cut out of any extensive planta-
tion, there is ground for presumption- that the mana-
gement is ignorant or neglectful of its most important 
duty.  p.14 1889  Treatment of public plantations ( 
extrait du General plan for the improvement of the 
Niagara Reservation, by Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux.)

Favor the collective beauty of trees over that of the 
individual / Ne pas privilégier la beauté individuelle 
de chaque arbre mais plutôt leur beauté collective
individual tree beauty is to be little regard, but all 
consideration to be given to beauty and effectiveness 
of groups, passages and masses of foliage.  the 
native underwood is to be planted in thickets and 
allowed to grow in natural forms, enough of it being 
introduced to prevent (in connection with the grou-
ping of trees and interspaces of groups, to be formed 
by the process of thinning the tree plantations), a 
grove or orchard-like monotony of trunks.  
p.17 1889 treatment of public plantations ( extrait 
du general plan for the improvement of the niagara 
reservation, by frederick law olmsted and calvert 
vaux.)
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SELECTED
CITATIONS from
MOUNT ROYAL 
by FREDERICK 
LAW OLMSTED

GENERAL PRINCIPLES / PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX

Plan for the long term 
 Planifier à long terme
Park improvements ..... do not look to the immediate 
relief of tangible, serious and generally felt public 
inconveniences... With sound management after a 
year or two the real purport and value of the impro-
vements will begin to develop and will thereafter 
increase at a rapidly advancing rate of augmentation 
for a period of at least fifty years.  Money spent for 
the immediate gratification of the public is almost 
sure to be extravagantly spent.  28th September 
1876, to H.A. Nelson.

Subordinate interventions to a strong guiding idea 
(vision) 
 Subordonner toute intervention à une idée directrice 
forte
In works of art,  which the experience of the world 
has stamped of a high grade of value, there is found 
a strong single purpose, with a variety of subordinate 
purposes so worked out and working together that 
the main purpose is the better served because of the 
diversity of these subordinate purposes.  The first 
secures the quality of unity and harmony; the others, 
that of a controlled variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Design /  maintain as an overall ‘work of Art’ 
 Aménager et entretenir le parc comme une œuvre 
d'art
... You know that the market-value of a literary work 
of art (the psalms of David, the novels of Scott, the 
idylls of Tennyson) does not depend on the amount 
of paper and ink used in them; that a work of the 
painter's art is not valued by counting the cost of the 
canvas, pigments, and day's labor which has been 
spent on it, or a statue by the cost of the marble 
and its cutting.  You know also that of the works of 
two men, given the same subject to draw, paint, or 
carve, one representing no more school-knowledge, 
industry, faithfulness, or hand-labor, only higher art, 
will sell at once for ten times as much as the other, 
and that this difference in market value instead 
of lessening will increase century after century....  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.30

Respect the ‘‘genus loci’’ (spirtit of place) 
 Respecter le "genus loci"
You have chosen to take a mountain for your park, 
but, in truth, a mountain barely worthy of the name.  
You would call it a hill if it stood a few miles further 
away from the broad, flat, river valley.  Its scenery, 
that is to say, is but relatively mountainous.  Yet, 
whatever of special adaptation it has to your purpose 
lies in that relative quality.  It would be wasteful to try 
to make any thing else than a mountain of it; ...no 
condition of economical management, then, is more 
stringently binding than that of a steady resistance 
to all short-sighted aims which would result in 
such waste, or lead to conditions inconsistent with 
mountain dignity, serenity, and strength.  Fancies, 
fashions, and affectations, for which room might be 
temporarily allowed on another site, should have no 
place.....  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Serve the entire community 
Desservir l'ensemble de la communauté
Excuse me for suggesting that the grant of rights to 
any portion of a public park to any club or associa-
tion, to the exclusion of the public in general should 
be made with caution, as in course of time many 
applications for similar concessions are likely to 
be made on more or less plausible grounds and 
jealousies and animosities and embarrassments are 
liable to result"*
29th April 1876,  to H. A. Nelson
It is not the stronger but the weaker links of a chain 
that you must consider in determining what strain 
you will put upon it.  Fit your work on the mountain to 
over-weighted nervous conditions and you may be 
sure that it will suit the robust and light-hearted.
Mount Royal, 1881, p.59

Design for both physical and mental well being. 
Pas simplement pour faire de l’exercice et prendre de 
l’air mais destinés avant tout à toucher l’âme des gens
The value of this city property is to depend on the degree 
in which it shall be adapted to attract citizens to obtain 
needful exercise and cheerful mental occupation in the 
open air, with the result of better health and fitness in all 
respects for the trials and duties of life; .....
......an element of value much more important to be 
borne in mind than inducements to take air and exercise-
--more important because much less available to the city 
by other means than the improvement of the mountain---
the intrinsic value of charming natural scenery....
Mount Royal, 1881, p. 2? à  25

GUIDING IDEA / IDÉE DIRECTRICE

Enhance the charm of natural scenery / Mettre en valeur 
le charme des paysages naturels
What I ask you to accept as the true key to economy on 
the mountain is the clear sense that by the degree in 
which people, while resorting to it, will be subject to the 
bracing, soothing, tranquilizing medication of poetical 
scenery, in that degree will it be valuable, and your 
investment in it profitable.  In so far as the management 
fails to constantly serve that end; in so far, especially, as 
it runs counter to it, you must judge those responsible for 
it as you would judge those responsible for leaky sewers 
and wasting aqueducts.Yet it may be as well to consider 
that if you secure this all else will be added.  The air will 
not be fouled by that which gives poetic charm to the 
scenery, nor will exercise in it be enervating.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.25

STEWARDSHIP / SUIVI

Intervenir according to an overall concept and idea 
Développer des interventions à partir d’un scénario-
concept
My duty I conceive to have been to supply the main plot 
or arrangement the theme of the work to be afterward 
composed.  Shakespeare was not above giving his 
best powers to works thus laid out by inferior men - his 
predecessors.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.13

Create a small team dedicated to park objectives 
Former une petite équipe dévouée aux objectifs
To proceed economically, you need to have a small staff 
of men who are, or who can be trained to be, experts in 
three of four main divisions of the required service, and, 
recollect that if these men are well chosen, their value 
is to increase with every year's additional special expe-
rience in the locality, and that their work is to be conti-
nuous work, the value of what they do in one year being 
relative to what, in doing it, they have intended to do and 
may do the following year.Mount Royal, 1881, p.66

DESIGN PRINCIPLES / ÉLÉMENTS DE DESIGN

Accentuate (reinforce) the principale caracteristics the 
site / Accentuer les caractéristiques principales du site
In the lower and less rugged parts, that is to say, the 
predominating trees should be such as attain their most 
perfect character only under conditions still lower, more 
fertile, and softer; ...  These parts should also be planted 
... in more open groups, (with) clean, unbroken surfaces 
of turf between the groups. .... In the most elevated, 
exposed, Arctic, and continuously rocky regions, the 
predominating trees should be those which are found 
to occur naturally in even more trying situations, .... and 
such variety of low trees, bushes, prostrate shrubs, and 
vines as will be found necessary to obscure all places 
where the soil is too thin and poor for turf .....
Pursuing this hint skillfully, and not at all in a pedantic or 
exact spirit, you will cheaply give a stronger emphasis 
to the difference of elevation between your mountain top 
and base, making your mountain more mountain-like, 
gaining: withal, a natural and appropriate element of 
variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.44
Small as your mountain is, it presents in different parts 
no little variety of mountain form and feature.  A leading 
economy in its management will be found to lie in tuning 

to still better account this consistent diversity, so that the 
visitor in passing out of one part into another, will receive 
a stronger impression and be more charmed than he 
would with greater sameness.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.43

Integrate the discovery of points of view  / Intégrer la 
découverte des points de vue dans celui des paysages
Even this might be to some a question; but let any man 
ask himself whether the value of such views as the 
grandest the mountain offers, is greater when they are 
made distinct spectacles or when they are enjoyed as 
successive incidents of a sustained landscape poem,  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.58-59

Design built features not as an end in themselves but 
rather as a way to support landscape scenery / Ne pas 
concevoir les éléments construits comme des fins en 
soi, mais comme des moyens de soutenir la découverte 
des paysages
 Bear in mind that it is in the earth, the rocks, the soil, 
and what the soil, by the skilful adaptation of means 
to well-chosen ends, shall be made to produce and 
support, that the essential value of this property is to 
consist.  These are the meat and drink of the entertain-
ment, to which the roads and walks and buildings are as 
knives and forks. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.80
Regarded as ornaments it must be always remembered 
that the mountain is a mountain and all finished artificial 
ornaments upon it will be more or less incongruous.  
Every artificial object upon it should be placed there only 
and obviously only to serve in some practical way the 
main purpose of the enjoyment of natural scenery, and 
the less conspicuous it is the better.
28 April 1877, to Mount Royal Park Commission

Offer a pastoral ambiance surrounded by woodland 
/ Offrir des ambiances pastorales entourées d’aires 
boisés
It needs no planting, except to restore a natural face to 
the bordering woods, where they have been ill-used.  It 
can easily be made the finest spread of turf on the conti-
nent.  But it will be best kept, when once well formed, 
with sheep and not with lawn-like smoothness. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.47-48

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT / GÉRER LA VÉGÉTATION

Preciously conserve marvellous places / Conserver 
précieusement les endroits merveilleux
I will go further, and tell you if you cannot afford to keep 
a single man so employed, there are hundreds of little 
places on the mountain within which, if you can but per-
suade yourselves to regard them as sacred places and 
save them from sacrilegious hands and feet, the original 
Gardener of Eden will delight your eyes with little pic-
tures within greater pictures of indescribable loveliness.  
And remember that it is the lilies of the field, not the lilies 
of the garden we are bid to consider. p.51-52 ?

Just because an existing ‘natural site’ has some 
‘redeeming qualities’ doesn’t mean it must be integrally 
preserved  / Ne pas garder intégralement un site sim-
plement parce qu'il n'est pas complètement dépourvu 
de charme
The error in art, referred to in the last chapter, would 
preserve and maintain this aspect of mountain scenery, 
simply because it is a natural aspect, and does not 
wholly exclude the charm of nature.  Would it not be 
as rational for a farmer to say that because his cows 
sometimes pick a little food out of boggy vegetation he 
will not drain the ground and get a field of rich, corn-
producing soil?  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.36
Thus, you can rapidly establish a new face to the wood 
which will in truth be equally natural in aspect, and, 
whether regarded as the foreground of a distant view or 
looked at closely for its local beauty, far more charming 
than the best that nature, unenouraged, would much 
more slowly give you. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.34

Nor is it to be apprehended that the new aspect 
would be less natural, or less mountain-like, or in 
any respect less valuable, than that which it would 
supersede.  It would surely be much more so. 
Mount Royal, 1881,  p.36-37

Don’t ‘flower’  / Ne pas fleurir
"One of the most inconsiderately wasteful ways 
of spending money on the mountain to which you 
are liable to be tempted, is that of the introduction 
upon it of flower-beds, clumps of flowering shrubs, 
cushions of rhododendrons or azaleas, schools of 
roses - possibly ribband-gardening, floral embroidery 
sub-tropical borders, and whatever is commonly 
found on a polished lawn of the present fashion in 
lawns, in a place furnished with propagating houses 
and wintering pits, and given over to a fashionable 
gardener." 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.50

Responsably create and manage views through 
esthetique forestry / Ne pas couper d'arbres lorsque 
nécessaire doit être considéré comme une manifes-
tation de négligence.
Instead of saying that if men are seen to be cutting 
trees out of a plantation there is a presumption of 
ignorant or unfeeling management, which, practically, 
is the prevailing disposition with those expressing 
the most affectionate interest in our parks, they are 
agreed in teaching that whenever a year passes in 
which trees are not cut out of any extensive planta-
tion, there is ground for presumption- that the mana-
gement is ignorant or neglectful of its most important 
duty.  p.14 1889  Treatment of public plantations ( 
extrait du General plan for the improvement of the 
Niagara Reservation, by Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux.)

Favor the collective beauty of trees over that of the 
individual / Ne pas privilégier la beauté individuelle 
de chaque arbre mais plutôt leur beauté collective
individual tree beauty is to be little regard, but all 
consideration to be given to beauty and effectiveness 
of groups, passages and masses of foliage.  the 
native underwood is to be planted in thickets and 
allowed to grow in natural forms, enough of it being 
introduced to prevent (in connection with the grou-
ping of trees and interspaces of groups, to be formed 
by the process of thinning the tree plantations), a 
grove or orchard-like monotony of trunks.  
p.17 1889 treatment of public plantations ( extrait 
du general plan for the improvement of the niagara 
reservation, by frederick law olmsted and calvert 
vaux.)
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MOUNT ROYAL 
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LAW OLMSTED

GENERAL PRINCIPLES / PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX

Plan for the long term 
 Planifier à long terme
Park improvements ..... do not look to the immediate 
relief of tangible, serious and generally felt public 
inconveniences... With sound management after a 
year or two the real purport and value of the impro-
vements will begin to develop and will thereafter 
increase at a rapidly advancing rate of augmentation 
for a period of at least fifty years.  Money spent for 
the immediate gratification of the public is almost 
sure to be extravagantly spent.  28th September 
1876, to H.A. Nelson.

Subordinate interventions to a strong guiding idea 
(vision) 
 Subordonner toute intervention à une idée directrice 
forte
In works of art,  which the experience of the world 
has stamped of a high grade of value, there is found 
a strong single purpose, with a variety of subordinate 
purposes so worked out and working together that 
the main purpose is the better served because of the 
diversity of these subordinate purposes.  The first 
secures the quality of unity and harmony; the others, 
that of a controlled variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Design /  maintain as an overall ‘work of Art’ 
 Aménager et entretenir le parc comme une œuvre 
d'art
... You know that the market-value of a literary work 
of art (the psalms of David, the novels of Scott, the 
idylls of Tennyson) does not depend on the amount 
of paper and ink used in them; that a work of the 
painter's art is not valued by counting the cost of the 
canvas, pigments, and day's labor which has been 
spent on it, or a statue by the cost of the marble 
and its cutting.  You know also that of the works of 
two men, given the same subject to draw, paint, or 
carve, one representing no more school-knowledge, 
industry, faithfulness, or hand-labor, only higher art, 
will sell at once for ten times as much as the other, 
and that this difference in market value instead 
of lessening will increase century after century....  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.30

Respect the ‘‘genus loci’’ (spirtit of place) 
 Respecter le "genus loci"
You have chosen to take a mountain for your park, 
but, in truth, a mountain barely worthy of the name.  
You would call it a hill if it stood a few miles further 
away from the broad, flat, river valley.  Its scenery, 
that is to say, is but relatively mountainous.  Yet, 
whatever of special adaptation it has to your purpose 
lies in that relative quality.  It would be wasteful to try 
to make any thing else than a mountain of it; ...no 
condition of economical management, then, is more 
stringently binding than that of a steady resistance 
to all short-sighted aims which would result in 
such waste, or lead to conditions inconsistent with 
mountain dignity, serenity, and strength.  Fancies, 
fashions, and affectations, for which room might be 
temporarily allowed on another site, should have no 
place.....  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Serve the entire community 
Desservir l'ensemble de la communauté
Excuse me for suggesting that the grant of rights to 
any portion of a public park to any club or associa-
tion, to the exclusion of the public in general should 
be made with caution, as in course of time many 
applications for similar concessions are likely to 
be made on more or less plausible grounds and 
jealousies and animosities and embarrassments are 
liable to result"*
29th April 1876,  to H. A. Nelson
It is not the stronger but the weaker links of a chain 
that you must consider in determining what strain 
you will put upon it.  Fit your work on the mountain to 
over-weighted nervous conditions and you may be 
sure that it will suit the robust and light-hearted.
Mount Royal, 1881, p.59

Design for both physical and mental well being. 
Pas simplement pour faire de l’exercice et prendre de 
l’air mais destinés avant tout à toucher l’âme des gens
The value of this city property is to depend on the degree 
in which it shall be adapted to attract citizens to obtain 
needful exercise and cheerful mental occupation in the 
open air, with the result of better health and fitness in all 
respects for the trials and duties of life; .....
......an element of value much more important to be 
borne in mind than inducements to take air and exercise-
--more important because much less available to the city 
by other means than the improvement of the mountain---
the intrinsic value of charming natural scenery....
Mount Royal, 1881, p. 2? à  25

GUIDING IDEA / IDÉE DIRECTRICE

Enhance the charm of natural scenery / Mettre en valeur 
le charme des paysages naturels
What I ask you to accept as the true key to economy on 
the mountain is the clear sense that by the degree in 
which people, while resorting to it, will be subject to the 
bracing, soothing, tranquilizing medication of poetical 
scenery, in that degree will it be valuable, and your 
investment in it profitable.  In so far as the management 
fails to constantly serve that end; in so far, especially, as 
it runs counter to it, you must judge those responsible for 
it as you would judge those responsible for leaky sewers 
and wasting aqueducts.Yet it may be as well to consider 
that if you secure this all else will be added.  The air will 
not be fouled by that which gives poetic charm to the 
scenery, nor will exercise in it be enervating.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.25

STEWARDSHIP / SUIVI

Intervenir according to an overall concept and idea 
Développer des interventions à partir d’un scénario-
concept
My duty I conceive to have been to supply the main plot 
or arrangement the theme of the work to be afterward 
composed.  Shakespeare was not above giving his 
best powers to works thus laid out by inferior men - his 
predecessors.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.13

Create a small team dedicated to park objectives 
Former une petite équipe dévouée aux objectifs
To proceed economically, you need to have a small staff 
of men who are, or who can be trained to be, experts in 
three of four main divisions of the required service, and, 
recollect that if these men are well chosen, their value 
is to increase with every year's additional special expe-
rience in the locality, and that their work is to be conti-
nuous work, the value of what they do in one year being 
relative to what, in doing it, they have intended to do and 
may do the following year.Mount Royal, 1881, p.66

DESIGN PRINCIPLES / ÉLÉMENTS DE DESIGN

Accentuate (reinforce) the principale caracteristics the 
site / Accentuer les caractéristiques principales du site
In the lower and less rugged parts, that is to say, the 
predominating trees should be such as attain their most 
perfect character only under conditions still lower, more 
fertile, and softer; ...  These parts should also be planted 
... in more open groups, (with) clean, unbroken surfaces 
of turf between the groups. .... In the most elevated, 
exposed, Arctic, and continuously rocky regions, the 
predominating trees should be those which are found 
to occur naturally in even more trying situations, .... and 
such variety of low trees, bushes, prostrate shrubs, and 
vines as will be found necessary to obscure all places 
where the soil is too thin and poor for turf .....
Pursuing this hint skillfully, and not at all in a pedantic or 
exact spirit, you will cheaply give a stronger emphasis 
to the difference of elevation between your mountain top 
and base, making your mountain more mountain-like, 
gaining: withal, a natural and appropriate element of 
variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.44
Small as your mountain is, it presents in different parts 
no little variety of mountain form and feature.  A leading 
economy in its management will be found to lie in tuning 

to still better account this consistent diversity, so that the 
visitor in passing out of one part into another, will receive 
a stronger impression and be more charmed than he 
would with greater sameness.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.43

Integrate the discovery of points of view  / Intégrer la 
découverte des points de vue dans celui des paysages
Even this might be to some a question; but let any man 
ask himself whether the value of such views as the 
grandest the mountain offers, is greater when they are 
made distinct spectacles or when they are enjoyed as 
successive incidents of a sustained landscape poem,  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.58-59

Design built features not as an end in themselves but 
rather as a way to support landscape scenery / Ne pas 
concevoir les éléments construits comme des fins en 
soi, mais comme des moyens de soutenir la découverte 
des paysages
 Bear in mind that it is in the earth, the rocks, the soil, 
and what the soil, by the skilful adaptation of means 
to well-chosen ends, shall be made to produce and 
support, that the essential value of this property is to 
consist.  These are the meat and drink of the entertain-
ment, to which the roads and walks and buildings are as 
knives and forks. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.80
Regarded as ornaments it must be always remembered 
that the mountain is a mountain and all finished artificial 
ornaments upon it will be more or less incongruous.  
Every artificial object upon it should be placed there only 
and obviously only to serve in some practical way the 
main purpose of the enjoyment of natural scenery, and 
the less conspicuous it is the better.
28 April 1877, to Mount Royal Park Commission

Offer a pastoral ambiance surrounded by woodland 
/ Offrir des ambiances pastorales entourées d’aires 
boisés
It needs no planting, except to restore a natural face to 
the bordering woods, where they have been ill-used.  It 
can easily be made the finest spread of turf on the conti-
nent.  But it will be best kept, when once well formed, 
with sheep and not with lawn-like smoothness. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.47-48

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT / GÉRER LA VÉGÉTATION

Preciously conserve marvellous places / Conserver 
précieusement les endroits merveilleux
I will go further, and tell you if you cannot afford to keep 
a single man so employed, there are hundreds of little 
places on the mountain within which, if you can but per-
suade yourselves to regard them as sacred places and 
save them from sacrilegious hands and feet, the original 
Gardener of Eden will delight your eyes with little pic-
tures within greater pictures of indescribable loveliness.  
And remember that it is the lilies of the field, not the lilies 
of the garden we are bid to consider. p.51-52 ?

Just because an existing ‘natural site’ has some 
‘redeeming qualities’ doesn’t mean it must be integrally 
preserved  / Ne pas garder intégralement un site sim-
plement parce qu'il n'est pas complètement dépourvu 
de charme
The error in art, referred to in the last chapter, would 
preserve and maintain this aspect of mountain scenery, 
simply because it is a natural aspect, and does not 
wholly exclude the charm of nature.  Would it not be 
as rational for a farmer to say that because his cows 
sometimes pick a little food out of boggy vegetation he 
will not drain the ground and get a field of rich, corn-
producing soil?  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.36
Thus, you can rapidly establish a new face to the wood 
which will in truth be equally natural in aspect, and, 
whether regarded as the foreground of a distant view or 
looked at closely for its local beauty, far more charming 
than the best that nature, unenouraged, would much 
more slowly give you. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.34

Nor is it to be apprehended that the new aspect 
would be less natural, or less mountain-like, or in 
any respect less valuable, than that which it would 
supersede.  It would surely be much more so. 
Mount Royal, 1881,  p.36-37

Don’t ‘flower’  / Ne pas fleurir
"One of the most inconsiderately wasteful ways 
of spending money on the mountain to which you 
are liable to be tempted, is that of the introduction 
upon it of flower-beds, clumps of flowering shrubs, 
cushions of rhododendrons or azaleas, schools of 
roses - possibly ribband-gardening, floral embroidery 
sub-tropical borders, and whatever is commonly 
found on a polished lawn of the present fashion in 
lawns, in a place furnished with propagating houses 
and wintering pits, and given over to a fashionable 
gardener." 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.50

Responsably create and manage views through 
esthetique forestry / Ne pas couper d'arbres lorsque 
nécessaire doit être considéré comme une manifes-
tation de négligence.
Instead of saying that if men are seen to be cutting 
trees out of a plantation there is a presumption of 
ignorant or unfeeling management, which, practically, 
is the prevailing disposition with those expressing 
the most affectionate interest in our parks, they are 
agreed in teaching that whenever a year passes in 
which trees are not cut out of any extensive planta-
tion, there is ground for presumption- that the mana-
gement is ignorant or neglectful of its most important 
duty.  p.14 1889  Treatment of public plantations ( 
extrait du General plan for the improvement of the 
Niagara Reservation, by Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux.)

Favor the collective beauty of trees over that of the 
individual / Ne pas privilégier la beauté individuelle 
de chaque arbre mais plutôt leur beauté collective
individual tree beauty is to be little regard, but all 
consideration to be given to beauty and effectiveness 
of groups, passages and masses of foliage.  the 
native underwood is to be planted in thickets and 
allowed to grow in natural forms, enough of it being 
introduced to prevent (in connection with the grou-
ping of trees and interspaces of groups, to be formed 
by the process of thinning the tree plantations), a 
grove or orchard-like monotony of trunks.  
p.17 1889 treatment of public plantations ( extrait 
du general plan for the improvement of the niagara 
reservation, by frederick law olmsted and calvert 
vaux.)

selection compiled by Daniel Chartier

ECOCITY MOUNT ROYAL 
GUIDES, Ville de Montreal 
Daniel Chartier, landscape architect ,  
dchartier@ville.montreal.qc.ca
Wendy Grraham, landscape archtiect
wgraham@ville.montreal.qc.ca 

> ville.montreal.qc.ca/bureaumontroyal _city of  montreal website for reference documents > 
www.lemontroyal.qc.ca _ les amis de la montagne (friends of  the mountain) for information > 
sacreemontagne.onf.ca/ NATIONAL FILM BOARD interactive web site 

SELECTED
CITATIONS from
MOUNT ROYAL 
by FREDERICK 
LAW OLMSTED

GENERAL PRINCIPLES / PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX

Plan for the long term 
 Planifier à long terme
Park improvements ..... do not look to the immediate 
relief of tangible, serious and generally felt public 
inconveniences... With sound management after a 
year or two the real purport and value of the impro-
vements will begin to develop and will thereafter 
increase at a rapidly advancing rate of augmentation 
for a period of at least fifty years.  Money spent for 
the immediate gratification of the public is almost 
sure to be extravagantly spent.  28th September 
1876, to H.A. Nelson.

Subordinate interventions to a strong guiding idea 
(vision) 
 Subordonner toute intervention à une idée directrice 
forte
In works of art,  which the experience of the world 
has stamped of a high grade of value, there is found 
a strong single purpose, with a variety of subordinate 
purposes so worked out and working together that 
the main purpose is the better served because of the 
diversity of these subordinate purposes.  The first 
secures the quality of unity and harmony; the others, 
that of a controlled variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Design /  maintain as an overall ‘work of Art’ 
 Aménager et entretenir le parc comme une œuvre 
d'art
... You know that the market-value of a literary work 
of art (the psalms of David, the novels of Scott, the 
idylls of Tennyson) does not depend on the amount 
of paper and ink used in them; that a work of the 
painter's art is not valued by counting the cost of the 
canvas, pigments, and day's labor which has been 
spent on it, or a statue by the cost of the marble 
and its cutting.  You know also that of the works of 
two men, given the same subject to draw, paint, or 
carve, one representing no more school-knowledge, 
industry, faithfulness, or hand-labor, only higher art, 
will sell at once for ten times as much as the other, 
and that this difference in market value instead 
of lessening will increase century after century....  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.30

Respect the ‘‘genus loci’’ (spirtit of place) 
 Respecter le "genus loci"
You have chosen to take a mountain for your park, 
but, in truth, a mountain barely worthy of the name.  
You would call it a hill if it stood a few miles further 
away from the broad, flat, river valley.  Its scenery, 
that is to say, is but relatively mountainous.  Yet, 
whatever of special adaptation it has to your purpose 
lies in that relative quality.  It would be wasteful to try 
to make any thing else than a mountain of it; ...no 
condition of economical management, then, is more 
stringently binding than that of a steady resistance 
to all short-sighted aims which would result in 
such waste, or lead to conditions inconsistent with 
mountain dignity, serenity, and strength.  Fancies, 
fashions, and affectations, for which room might be 
temporarily allowed on another site, should have no 
place.....  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Serve the entire community 
Desservir l'ensemble de la communauté
Excuse me for suggesting that the grant of rights to 
any portion of a public park to any club or associa-
tion, to the exclusion of the public in general should 
be made with caution, as in course of time many 
applications for similar concessions are likely to 
be made on more or less plausible grounds and 
jealousies and animosities and embarrassments are 
liable to result"*
29th April 1876,  to H. A. Nelson
It is not the stronger but the weaker links of a chain 
that you must consider in determining what strain 
you will put upon it.  Fit your work on the mountain to 
over-weighted nervous conditions and you may be 
sure that it will suit the robust and light-hearted.
Mount Royal, 1881, p.59

Design for both physical and mental well being. 
Pas simplement pour faire de l’exercice et prendre de 
l’air mais destinés avant tout à toucher l’âme des gens
The value of this city property is to depend on the degree 
in which it shall be adapted to attract citizens to obtain 
needful exercise and cheerful mental occupation in the 
open air, with the result of better health and fitness in all 
respects for the trials and duties of life; .....
......an element of value much more important to be 
borne in mind than inducements to take air and exercise-
--more important because much less available to the city 
by other means than the improvement of the mountain---
the intrinsic value of charming natural scenery....
Mount Royal, 1881, p. 2? à  25

GUIDING IDEA / IDÉE DIRECTRICE

Enhance the charm of natural scenery / Mettre en valeur 
le charme des paysages naturels
What I ask you to accept as the true key to economy on 
the mountain is the clear sense that by the degree in 
which people, while resorting to it, will be subject to the 
bracing, soothing, tranquilizing medication of poetical 
scenery, in that degree will it be valuable, and your 
investment in it profitable.  In so far as the management 
fails to constantly serve that end; in so far, especially, as 
it runs counter to it, you must judge those responsible for 
it as you would judge those responsible for leaky sewers 
and wasting aqueducts.Yet it may be as well to consider 
that if you secure this all else will be added.  The air will 
not be fouled by that which gives poetic charm to the 
scenery, nor will exercise in it be enervating.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.25

STEWARDSHIP / SUIVI

Intervenir according to an overall concept and idea 
Développer des interventions à partir d’un scénario-
concept
My duty I conceive to have been to supply the main plot 
or arrangement the theme of the work to be afterward 
composed.  Shakespeare was not above giving his 
best powers to works thus laid out by inferior men - his 
predecessors.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.13

Create a small team dedicated to park objectives 
Former une petite équipe dévouée aux objectifs
To proceed economically, you need to have a small staff 
of men who are, or who can be trained to be, experts in 
three of four main divisions of the required service, and, 
recollect that if these men are well chosen, their value 
is to increase with every year's additional special expe-
rience in the locality, and that their work is to be conti-
nuous work, the value of what they do in one year being 
relative to what, in doing it, they have intended to do and 
may do the following year.Mount Royal, 1881, p.66

DESIGN PRINCIPLES / ÉLÉMENTS DE DESIGN

Accentuate (reinforce) the principale caracteristics the 
site / Accentuer les caractéristiques principales du site
In the lower and less rugged parts, that is to say, the 
predominating trees should be such as attain their most 
perfect character only under conditions still lower, more 
fertile, and softer; ...  These parts should also be planted 
... in more open groups, (with) clean, unbroken surfaces 
of turf between the groups. .... In the most elevated, 
exposed, Arctic, and continuously rocky regions, the 
predominating trees should be those which are found 
to occur naturally in even more trying situations, .... and 
such variety of low trees, bushes, prostrate shrubs, and 
vines as will be found necessary to obscure all places 
where the soil is too thin and poor for turf .....
Pursuing this hint skillfully, and not at all in a pedantic or 
exact spirit, you will cheaply give a stronger emphasis 
to the difference of elevation between your mountain top 
and base, making your mountain more mountain-like, 
gaining: withal, a natural and appropriate element of 
variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.44
Small as your mountain is, it presents in different parts 
no little variety of mountain form and feature.  A leading 
economy in its management will be found to lie in tuning 

to still better account this consistent diversity, so that the 
visitor in passing out of one part into another, will receive 
a stronger impression and be more charmed than he 
would with greater sameness.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.43

Integrate the discovery of points of view  / Intégrer la 
découverte des points de vue dans celui des paysages
Even this might be to some a question; but let any man 
ask himself whether the value of such views as the 
grandest the mountain offers, is greater when they are 
made distinct spectacles or when they are enjoyed as 
successive incidents of a sustained landscape poem,  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.58-59

Design built features not as an end in themselves but 
rather as a way to support landscape scenery / Ne pas 
concevoir les éléments construits comme des fins en 
soi, mais comme des moyens de soutenir la découverte 
des paysages
 Bear in mind that it is in the earth, the rocks, the soil, 
and what the soil, by the skilful adaptation of means 
to well-chosen ends, shall be made to produce and 
support, that the essential value of this property is to 
consist.  These are the meat and drink of the entertain-
ment, to which the roads and walks and buildings are as 
knives and forks. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.80
Regarded as ornaments it must be always remembered 
that the mountain is a mountain and all finished artificial 
ornaments upon it will be more or less incongruous.  
Every artificial object upon it should be placed there only 
and obviously only to serve in some practical way the 
main purpose of the enjoyment of natural scenery, and 
the less conspicuous it is the better.
28 April 1877, to Mount Royal Park Commission

Offer a pastoral ambiance surrounded by woodland 
/ Offrir des ambiances pastorales entourées d’aires 
boisés
It needs no planting, except to restore a natural face to 
the bordering woods, where they have been ill-used.  It 
can easily be made the finest spread of turf on the conti-
nent.  But it will be best kept, when once well formed, 
with sheep and not with lawn-like smoothness. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.47-48

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT / GÉRER LA VÉGÉTATION

Preciously conserve marvellous places / Conserver 
précieusement les endroits merveilleux
I will go further, and tell you if you cannot afford to keep 
a single man so employed, there are hundreds of little 
places on the mountain within which, if you can but per-
suade yourselves to regard them as sacred places and 
save them from sacrilegious hands and feet, the original 
Gardener of Eden will delight your eyes with little pic-
tures within greater pictures of indescribable loveliness.  
And remember that it is the lilies of the field, not the lilies 
of the garden we are bid to consider. p.51-52 ?

Just because an existing ‘natural site’ has some 
‘redeeming qualities’ doesn’t mean it must be integrally 
preserved  / Ne pas garder intégralement un site sim-
plement parce qu'il n'est pas complètement dépourvu 
de charme
The error in art, referred to in the last chapter, would 
preserve and maintain this aspect of mountain scenery, 
simply because it is a natural aspect, and does not 
wholly exclude the charm of nature.  Would it not be 
as rational for a farmer to say that because his cows 
sometimes pick a little food out of boggy vegetation he 
will not drain the ground and get a field of rich, corn-
producing soil?  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.36
Thus, you can rapidly establish a new face to the wood 
which will in truth be equally natural in aspect, and, 
whether regarded as the foreground of a distant view or 
looked at closely for its local beauty, far more charming 
than the best that nature, unenouraged, would much 
more slowly give you. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.34

Nor is it to be apprehended that the new aspect 
would be less natural, or less mountain-like, or in 
any respect less valuable, than that which it would 
supersede.  It would surely be much more so. 
Mount Royal, 1881,  p.36-37

Don’t ‘flower’  / Ne pas fleurir
"One of the most inconsiderately wasteful ways 
of spending money on the mountain to which you 
are liable to be tempted, is that of the introduction 
upon it of flower-beds, clumps of flowering shrubs, 
cushions of rhododendrons or azaleas, schools of 
roses - possibly ribband-gardening, floral embroidery 
sub-tropical borders, and whatever is commonly 
found on a polished lawn of the present fashion in 
lawns, in a place furnished with propagating houses 
and wintering pits, and given over to a fashionable 
gardener." 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.50

Responsably create and manage views through 
esthetique forestry / Ne pas couper d'arbres lorsque 
nécessaire doit être considéré comme une manifes-
tation de négligence.
Instead of saying that if men are seen to be cutting 
trees out of a plantation there is a presumption of 
ignorant or unfeeling management, which, practically, 
is the prevailing disposition with those expressing 
the most affectionate interest in our parks, they are 
agreed in teaching that whenever a year passes in 
which trees are not cut out of any extensive planta-
tion, there is ground for presumption- that the mana-
gement is ignorant or neglectful of its most important 
duty.  p.14 1889  Treatment of public plantations ( 
extrait du General plan for the improvement of the 
Niagara Reservation, by Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux.)

Favor the collective beauty of trees over that of the 
individual / Ne pas privilégier la beauté individuelle 
de chaque arbre mais plutôt leur beauté collective
individual tree beauty is to be little regard, but all 
consideration to be given to beauty and effectiveness 
of groups, passages and masses of foliage.  the 
native underwood is to be planted in thickets and 
allowed to grow in natural forms, enough of it being 
introduced to prevent (in connection with the grou-
ping of trees and interspaces of groups, to be formed 
by the process of thinning the tree plantations), a 
grove or orchard-like monotony of trunks.  
p.17 1889 treatment of public plantations ( extrait 
du general plan for the improvement of the niagara 
reservation, by frederick law olmsted and calvert 
vaux.)
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SELECTED
CITATIONS from
MOUNT ROYAL 
by FREDERICK 
LAW OLMSTED

GENERAL PRINCIPLES / PRINCIPES GÉNÉRAUX

Plan for the long term 
 Planifier à long terme
Park improvements ..... do not look to the immediate 
relief of tangible, serious and generally felt public 
inconveniences... With sound management after a 
year or two the real purport and value of the impro-
vements will begin to develop and will thereafter 
increase at a rapidly advancing rate of augmentation 
for a period of at least fifty years.  Money spent for 
the immediate gratification of the public is almost 
sure to be extravagantly spent.  28th September 
1876, to H.A. Nelson.

Subordinate interventions to a strong guiding idea 
(vision) 
 Subordonner toute intervention à une idée directrice 
forte
In works of art,  which the experience of the world 
has stamped of a high grade of value, there is found 
a strong single purpose, with a variety of subordinate 
purposes so worked out and working together that 
the main purpose is the better served because of the 
diversity of these subordinate purposes.  The first 
secures the quality of unity and harmony; the others, 
that of a controlled variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Design /  maintain as an overall ‘work of Art’ 
 Aménager et entretenir le parc comme une œuvre 
d'art
... You know that the market-value of a literary work 
of art (the psalms of David, the novels of Scott, the 
idylls of Tennyson) does not depend on the amount 
of paper and ink used in them; that a work of the 
painter's art is not valued by counting the cost of the 
canvas, pigments, and day's labor which has been 
spent on it, or a statue by the cost of the marble 
and its cutting.  You know also that of the works of 
two men, given the same subject to draw, paint, or 
carve, one representing no more school-knowledge, 
industry, faithfulness, or hand-labor, only higher art, 
will sell at once for ten times as much as the other, 
and that this difference in market value instead 
of lessening will increase century after century....  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.30

Respect the ‘‘genus loci’’ (spirtit of place) 
 Respecter le "genus loci"
You have chosen to take a mountain for your park, 
but, in truth, a mountain barely worthy of the name.  
You would call it a hill if it stood a few miles further 
away from the broad, flat, river valley.  Its scenery, 
that is to say, is but relatively mountainous.  Yet, 
whatever of special adaptation it has to your purpose 
lies in that relative quality.  It would be wasteful to try 
to make any thing else than a mountain of it; ...no 
condition of economical management, then, is more 
stringently binding than that of a steady resistance 
to all short-sighted aims which would result in 
such waste, or lead to conditions inconsistent with 
mountain dignity, serenity, and strength.  Fancies, 
fashions, and affectations, for which room might be 
temporarily allowed on another site, should have no 
place.....  Mount Royal, 1881, p.42

Serve the entire community 
Desservir l'ensemble de la communauté
Excuse me for suggesting that the grant of rights to 
any portion of a public park to any club or associa-
tion, to the exclusion of the public in general should 
be made with caution, as in course of time many 
applications for similar concessions are likely to 
be made on more or less plausible grounds and 
jealousies and animosities and embarrassments are 
liable to result"*
29th April 1876,  to H. A. Nelson
It is not the stronger but the weaker links of a chain 
that you must consider in determining what strain 
you will put upon it.  Fit your work on the mountain to 
over-weighted nervous conditions and you may be 
sure that it will suit the robust and light-hearted.
Mount Royal, 1881, p.59

Design for both physical and mental well being. 
Pas simplement pour faire de l’exercice et prendre de 
l’air mais destinés avant tout à toucher l’âme des gens
The value of this city property is to depend on the degree 
in which it shall be adapted to attract citizens to obtain 
needful exercise and cheerful mental occupation in the 
open air, with the result of better health and fitness in all 
respects for the trials and duties of life; .....
......an element of value much more important to be 
borne in mind than inducements to take air and exercise-
--more important because much less available to the city 
by other means than the improvement of the mountain---
the intrinsic value of charming natural scenery....
Mount Royal, 1881, p. 2? à  25

GUIDING IDEA / IDÉE DIRECTRICE

Enhance the charm of natural scenery / Mettre en valeur 
le charme des paysages naturels
What I ask you to accept as the true key to economy on 
the mountain is the clear sense that by the degree in 
which people, while resorting to it, will be subject to the 
bracing, soothing, tranquilizing medication of poetical 
scenery, in that degree will it be valuable, and your 
investment in it profitable.  In so far as the management 
fails to constantly serve that end; in so far, especially, as 
it runs counter to it, you must judge those responsible for 
it as you would judge those responsible for leaky sewers 
and wasting aqueducts.Yet it may be as well to consider 
that if you secure this all else will be added.  The air will 
not be fouled by that which gives poetic charm to the 
scenery, nor will exercise in it be enervating.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.25

STEWARDSHIP / SUIVI

Intervenir according to an overall concept and idea 
Développer des interventions à partir d’un scénario-
concept
My duty I conceive to have been to supply the main plot 
or arrangement the theme of the work to be afterward 
composed.  Shakespeare was not above giving his 
best powers to works thus laid out by inferior men - his 
predecessors.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.13

Create a small team dedicated to park objectives 
Former une petite équipe dévouée aux objectifs
To proceed economically, you need to have a small staff 
of men who are, or who can be trained to be, experts in 
three of four main divisions of the required service, and, 
recollect that if these men are well chosen, their value 
is to increase with every year's additional special expe-
rience in the locality, and that their work is to be conti-
nuous work, the value of what they do in one year being 
relative to what, in doing it, they have intended to do and 
may do the following year.Mount Royal, 1881, p.66

DESIGN PRINCIPLES / ÉLÉMENTS DE DESIGN

Accentuate (reinforce) the principale caracteristics the 
site / Accentuer les caractéristiques principales du site
In the lower and less rugged parts, that is to say, the 
predominating trees should be such as attain their most 
perfect character only under conditions still lower, more 
fertile, and softer; ...  These parts should also be planted 
... in more open groups, (with) clean, unbroken surfaces 
of turf between the groups. .... In the most elevated, 
exposed, Arctic, and continuously rocky regions, the 
predominating trees should be those which are found 
to occur naturally in even more trying situations, .... and 
such variety of low trees, bushes, prostrate shrubs, and 
vines as will be found necessary to obscure all places 
where the soil is too thin and poor for turf .....
Pursuing this hint skillfully, and not at all in a pedantic or 
exact spirit, you will cheaply give a stronger emphasis 
to the difference of elevation between your mountain top 
and base, making your mountain more mountain-like, 
gaining: withal, a natural and appropriate element of 
variety.  Mount Royal, 1881, p.44
Small as your mountain is, it presents in different parts 
no little variety of mountain form and feature.  A leading 
economy in its management will be found to lie in tuning 

to still better account this consistent diversity, so that the 
visitor in passing out of one part into another, will receive 
a stronger impression and be more charmed than he 
would with greater sameness.  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.43

Integrate the discovery of points of view  / Intégrer la 
découverte des points de vue dans celui des paysages
Even this might be to some a question; but let any man 
ask himself whether the value of such views as the 
grandest the mountain offers, is greater when they are 
made distinct spectacles or when they are enjoyed as 
successive incidents of a sustained landscape poem,  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.58-59

Design built features not as an end in themselves but 
rather as a way to support landscape scenery / Ne pas 
concevoir les éléments construits comme des fins en 
soi, mais comme des moyens de soutenir la découverte 
des paysages
 Bear in mind that it is in the earth, the rocks, the soil, 
and what the soil, by the skilful adaptation of means 
to well-chosen ends, shall be made to produce and 
support, that the essential value of this property is to 
consist.  These are the meat and drink of the entertain-
ment, to which the roads and walks and buildings are as 
knives and forks. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.80
Regarded as ornaments it must be always remembered 
that the mountain is a mountain and all finished artificial 
ornaments upon it will be more or less incongruous.  
Every artificial object upon it should be placed there only 
and obviously only to serve in some practical way the 
main purpose of the enjoyment of natural scenery, and 
the less conspicuous it is the better.
28 April 1877, to Mount Royal Park Commission

Offer a pastoral ambiance surrounded by woodland 
/ Offrir des ambiances pastorales entourées d’aires 
boisés
It needs no planting, except to restore a natural face to 
the bordering woods, where they have been ill-used.  It 
can easily be made the finest spread of turf on the conti-
nent.  But it will be best kept, when once well formed, 
with sheep and not with lawn-like smoothness. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.47-48

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT / GÉRER LA VÉGÉTATION

Preciously conserve marvellous places / Conserver 
précieusement les endroits merveilleux
I will go further, and tell you if you cannot afford to keep 
a single man so employed, there are hundreds of little 
places on the mountain within which, if you can but per-
suade yourselves to regard them as sacred places and 
save them from sacrilegious hands and feet, the original 
Gardener of Eden will delight your eyes with little pic-
tures within greater pictures of indescribable loveliness.  
And remember that it is the lilies of the field, not the lilies 
of the garden we are bid to consider. p.51-52 ?

Just because an existing ‘natural site’ has some 
‘redeeming qualities’ doesn’t mean it must be integrally 
preserved  / Ne pas garder intégralement un site sim-
plement parce qu'il n'est pas complètement dépourvu 
de charme
The error in art, referred to in the last chapter, would 
preserve and maintain this aspect of mountain scenery, 
simply because it is a natural aspect, and does not 
wholly exclude the charm of nature.  Would it not be 
as rational for a farmer to say that because his cows 
sometimes pick a little food out of boggy vegetation he 
will not drain the ground and get a field of rich, corn-
producing soil?  
Mount Royal, 1881, p.36
Thus, you can rapidly establish a new face to the wood 
which will in truth be equally natural in aspect, and, 
whether regarded as the foreground of a distant view or 
looked at closely for its local beauty, far more charming 
than the best that nature, unenouraged, would much 
more slowly give you. 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.34

Nor is it to be apprehended that the new aspect 
would be less natural, or less mountain-like, or in 
any respect less valuable, than that which it would 
supersede.  It would surely be much more so. 
Mount Royal, 1881,  p.36-37

Don’t ‘flower’  / Ne pas fleurir
"One of the most inconsiderately wasteful ways 
of spending money on the mountain to which you 
are liable to be tempted, is that of the introduction 
upon it of flower-beds, clumps of flowering shrubs, 
cushions of rhododendrons or azaleas, schools of 
roses - possibly ribband-gardening, floral embroidery 
sub-tropical borders, and whatever is commonly 
found on a polished lawn of the present fashion in 
lawns, in a place furnished with propagating houses 
and wintering pits, and given over to a fashionable 
gardener." 
Mount Royal, 1881, p.50

Responsably create and manage views through 
esthetique forestry / Ne pas couper d'arbres lorsque 
nécessaire doit être considéré comme une manifes-
tation de négligence.
Instead of saying that if men are seen to be cutting 
trees out of a plantation there is a presumption of 
ignorant or unfeeling management, which, practically, 
is the prevailing disposition with those expressing 
the most affectionate interest in our parks, they are 
agreed in teaching that whenever a year passes in 
which trees are not cut out of any extensive planta-
tion, there is ground for presumption- that the mana-
gement is ignorant or neglectful of its most important 
duty.  p.14 1889  Treatment of public plantations ( 
extrait du General plan for the improvement of the 
Niagara Reservation, by Frederick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux.)

Favor the collective beauty of trees over that of the 
individual / Ne pas privilégier la beauté individuelle 
de chaque arbre mais plutôt leur beauté collective
individual tree beauty is to be little regard, but all 
consideration to be given to beauty and effectiveness 
of groups, passages and masses of foliage.  the 
native underwood is to be planted in thickets and 
allowed to grow in natural forms, enough of it being 
introduced to prevent (in connection with the grou-
ping of trees and interspaces of groups, to be formed 
by the process of thinning the tree plantations), a 
grove or orchard-like monotony of trunks.  
p.17 1889 treatment of public plantations ( extrait 
du general plan for the improvement of the niagara 
reservation, by frederick law olmsted and calvert 
vaux.)
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