“Preserving and enhancing
the reminders of our past
have become the norm
in Montréal—an essential
reflex for a city
in transformation.”
Sébastien Barangé
Communications and Public Affairs
Manager, CGI

MEMORABLE

SQUARE DORCHESTER AND PLACE DU CANADA: FINE JEWELS IN NEW SETTINGS
Located in the heart of Montréal, square
Dorchester and neighbouring place du Canada
have great historical and urban value. Over the
last decade, the Ville de Montréal has returned
these end-of-the-19th-century parks to all the
glories of yesteryear.
From 2008 to 2010, refurbishment of square
Dorchester included the restoration of its monuments, including those dedicated to Robert Burns

and Sir Wilfrid Laurier. The new park design
frames the islands of green space with granite
walkways beneath majestic leafy canopies.
Place du Canada was redesigned in 2015. Its
artwork and commemorative objects, which tell
the history of Canada under the British Empire,
regained their splendour. Trees were planted,
lawns resod and many benches added. It is now an
attractive space for those who work or live nearby.

Since 2011, square Dorchester and place du
Canada form an official heritage site, with the
same designation as iconic places such as Mount
Royal and île Sainte-Hélène. This designation
recognizes the important role these parks have
played in the metropolis, yesterday and today

REINVENTING
MONTRÉAL’S OLDEST
SQUARE
The setting for religious, political, and community
events for more than 375 years, place d’Armes
was redesigned in 2013 to enhance its heritage
and historical character.
The memory of stone is at the heart of the new
concept. Not only is the ground covered in
paving and stones of the same type as found in
the surrounding buildings, the location of the
first Notre-Dame church is marked with a change
in type of stone. A lighting plan and the addition of vegetation and street furniture highlight
the monument to Sieur de Maisonneuve and
surrounding architecture.
Place d’Armes is an important location in
Montréal memories; the redesigned square has
become a veritable landmark of the Montréal
identity.

Photo: Ville de Montréal
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CITÉ MÉMOIRE:
TIME TRAVEL MACHINE
When history and technology meet, expect a mindblowing experience—that’s what Cité Mémoire offers!
Freely inspired by the people and events that have
marked the history of Montréal, this multimedia tour
includes about 20 tableaux presenting images, words
and music projected on the walls, the alleys, the ground
and the trees of Old Montréal.
Cité Mémoire was created by artists Michel Lemieux and
Victor Pilon, of Lemieux Pilon 4D Art, and playwright
Michel Marc Bouchard. It is one of the most celebrated
legacies of Montréal’s 375th anniversary.
This virtual project takes a poetic and playful look at the
city’s past; it also reaffirms Montréal’s innovative spirit
with regard to the digital arts.

Photo: Frédérique Ménard-Aubin
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MOUNT ROYAL: A JEWEL WORTH
PROTECTING

In 2008, the municipal administration and 14 institutions located on the
slopes of the mountain jointly decided to sign the Pacte patrimonial du
Mont-Royal. In doing this, they committed collectively to preserving the
heritage elements of the mountain, which are identified in a protective
development plan. This is a major step in the protection of this quintessential Montréal green space.

OLD MONTRÉAL, A HERITAGE
SITE FOR 50 YEARS
Did you know that… the largest portion of Old Montréal was almost
subjected to the demolition ball for construction of the planned Ville-Marie
autoroute. That is why the need to protect the city’s birthplace was clearly
identified in 1964. In 2014, Montréal celebrated the 50th anniversary of this
historic decision.
During the last five decades, Old Montréal saw radical transformations,
to finally becoming the city’s most popular neighbourhood for residents,
workers and tourists. A great deal of investment and renovation has improved
this iconic district. It will be preserved for future generations as a permanent
testimony to the city’s first days.
Photo: Archives Ville de Montréal

Photo : Claude Duchaîne, Air Imex

Montrealers have an indestructible attachment to Mount Royal, and
millions of visitors and tourists are keen to explore its features, year
after year. Located in the heart of the metropolis, this vast green space
combines natural, cultural and heritage riches. It’s a jewel to be protected.
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EXPO 67: 50 YEARS OF MODERNITY
In 1967, Montréal stepped onto the world stage as a modern metropolis,
thanks to the Man and His World universal exposition. Over six months,
more than 50 million visitors explored 60 countries in 90 pavilions. This
made Expo 67 one of the most popular universal expositions of all time.
Not surprisingly, then, Montréal marked the 50th anniversary of Expo
67, which coincided with its 375th anniversary. A panoply of activities,
as well as 14 events, were reminders of this great moment in the city’s
history. Several major exhibitions opened at Montréal museums and cine-

matographic retrospectives were on offer, including the grand premiere
presentation of the documentary Expo 67 – Mission impossible.
This rich programming highlighted the significant influence of Expo 67, in
particular in the fields of fashion, culture, architecture and science. From
the miniskirts worn by British hostesses, to Fuller’s geodesic dome (known
as the Biosphere today) —not to mention performances by the Supremes
during a live on-site recording of The Ed Sullivan Show —Expo 67 left an
indelible mark on Montrealers’ memories.

PLACE NORMAN-BETHUNE: A DOWNTOWN OASIS
In the heart of Quartier Concordia, place Norman-Bethune was entirely
redesigned in 2008, and its eponymous statue completely restored.
Inauguration of the redesigned square was the occasion to launch a year
of commemoration, featuring exhibitions and presentations about the
important events in the life of this internationalist.
Physician, researcher, and humanist Norman Bethune was recognized
around the world. He also marked Montréal history in the first half of the
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20th century. His many local accomplishments included the opening of a
free clinic for the unemployed and their families.
Now Montrealers can make full use of this square created in his honour.
Place Norman-Bethune is larger now and divided into two sections to
improve quality of life along boulevard de Maisonneuve and help promote
harmonious living together. It features contemporary street furniture, trees
and green space. It is a true oasis in the hustle and bustle of downtown.

TOPONYMY: MAKE WAY FOR WOMEN

The first name taken from the Toponym’Elles
database was that of actress Thérèse Cadorette.
It was used to name a square in the SaintLaurent borough. Next, the borough of Mercier–
Hochelaga-Maisonneuve named a public square
after the Tisserandes, cotton industry workers
who fought for the rights of women at the end
of the 1800s. In the Plateau-Mont-Royal borough,
parc Palomino-Brind’Amour now honours the

founders of the Théâtre du Rideau Vert, Yvette
Brind’Amour and Mercedes Palomino. And this
is only a start!
Launched in 2016, the Toponym’Elles initiative is
designed to increase representation of women.
Currently, somewhat less than 6% of Montréal
place names honour women, compared to the
more than 50 % which bear male names. Over
the next years, Montréal may see the appearance
of the boulevard Michelle-Tisseyre or avenue
Rita-Lafontaine, a homage to the women who
have marked its history.

A SMALL, BUT EVOCATIVE, SQUARE
With its round central island planted with wild grasses, square des FrèresCharon is a recreation of a prairie, the original landscape of this site. It
invites reverie and relaxation. This small park was entirely redesigned in
2008. Traversed by a wide paved walkway, it also includes an observatory
accessible by a circular staircase.
The square is named for Jean-François Charon de la Barre, founder of a
community of brothers-hospitallers in the 17th century. The square was
once part of a large property outside the fortified city granted to the Frères
Charons for the founding of a charitable institution, known as the Montréal
General Hospital.
Although the city has grown all around it, the square still evokes a rural
feeling.

Photo: Marc Cramer
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Michelle Tisseyre in 1941
Source: Library and Archives Canada

Thanks to Toponym’Elles—a database of women’s
names to be used to inspire future naming decisions for the city—places honouring great women
are now appearing on the Montréal cityscape.

MONTRÉAL WON’T FORGET ITS
“GODFATHER OF GLOOM”
Leonard Cohen’s year—2017. The face of the late singer with the grave and
sensual voice now appears on two large murals. One is on downtown’s rue
Crescent, created by two artists, El Mac and Gene Pendon, with the support
of 13 artists, sponsored by MU. The other is by Kevin Ledo, on boulevard
Saint-Laurent, in the heart of Le Plateau-Mont-Royal. In addition to these
permanent commemorations of the “poet laureate of pessimism”, various
memorial events were also held, including a grand concert at the Bell Centre
and silent projections on Silo No. 5 by American artist Jenny Holzer.
In addition, the Musée d’art contemporain created a major interdisciplinary exhibition that chronicled the life and work of the singer from multiple
points of view. Called Une brèche en toutes choses/A Crack in Everything ,
the exhibition, a series of original works commissioned from different
artists, combines visual arts, virtual reality, music, writing, installations and
performances. It’s an event that will go down in the annals of Montréal.

FIFA: 35 YEARS OF ART FILMS
Dance, cinema, theatre, music, literature, painting, photography, architecture: Each year, the Festival international du film sur l’art (FIFA) present
the world’s films on the arts.
For its 35th anniversary in 2017, the festival offered more than 170 films
from 25 countries, including no fewer than 25 Canadian premieres, 38 North
American premieres and 36 world premieres! Not to forget that a special
place was allocated to the majority gender, women.

Photo: Olivier Bousquet

Documentaries, artistic biographies, video art, webseries, interactive and
experimental films, etc. FIFA seeks to shake people up and get them to
think about the importance of art in our societies and in our lives. Mission
accomplished!

GONE BUT NOT
FORGOTTEN
Celebrating 10 years of the development of the
cultural metropolis, also means honouring the
contributions of women and men who have left
us over the last decade. Filmmakers, painters,
writers, musicians, actors, directors…Their talent
will continue to enhance Montréal’s reputation
for a long time.

JANINE SUTTO (1921-2017)
Well-known and respected actress Janine Sutto,
who was given the nickname “Notre-Dame-duThéâtre”, brought laughter and tears to several
generations of theatregoers. From Les Bellessœurs by Michel Tremblay, to Symphorien, and
not to forget Les belles histoires des pays d’en
haut , “Our Lady of the Theatre” single-handedly
represents an important chapter of Québec
cultural history.

Kevin Ledo, Hommage à Janine Sutto , 2016
Photo: Olivier Bousquet

PAUL BUISSONNEAU (1926-2016)
Actor, director and author, Paul Buissoneau
left an indelible mark on the Montréal artistic
stage. His accomplishments include cofounding
the Théâtre de Quat’Sous and collaborating on
directing the highly popular Osstidcho. He will
also be remembered for his portrayal of the
character of Picolo, in La boîte à surprise , a
Radio-Canada television program. Buissonneau
travelled through city parks with La Roulotte (a
mobile stage), introducing children to theatre—
an activity which continues to this day.
Photo: Archives of Ville de Montréal

MARCEL BARBEAU (1925-2016 )

ANDRÉ MELANÇON (1942-2016)

RÉJEAN DUCHARME (1941-2017)

A student of Paul-Émile Borduas and friend of
Jean-Paul Riopelle, Marcel Barbeau left a significant artistic legacy, which has been exhibited in
Canada the United States and Europe. This master
of contemporary art, painter and sculptor, was
also a signatory of Refus global . He continued to
paint until his final days.

Filmmaker to his very core, André Melançon
became known through his documentaries and
in particular his feature films that were part of the
series known in English as Stories for All . Such
movies as Bach et Bottine (Bach and Broccoli)
and La guerre des tuques (The Dog Who Stopped
the War) are cherished both in Québec and internationally. Trained in educational psychology, he
was a master of the art and manner of directing
and listening to children, and telling their stories

Réjean Ducharme always stayed true to himself.
One of Québec’s greatest writers, he was
reclusive till his final days. L’avalée des avalés,
L’hiver de force, Les enfantômes and several
other novels, plays, and songs both dazzled and
transformed several generations. His publications were important works, creating a place for
modernity in Québec literature.

Photo: Daniel Roussel

Photo: Claire Richard

Photo: Rémy Boily © Gouvernement du Québec
(Prix du Québec)

GILLES CARLE (1928-2009)

FERNAND LEDUC (1916-2014)

This exceptionally talented creator drew the
attention of the world not only to our country,
but also to its culture and films. He leaves an
effort as prolific as it is irreplaceable—composed
of documentaries, features and even songs—over
a career lasting more than 40 years.

From the illuminated manuscripts of his childhood up to his most recent Microchromies ,
Fernand Leduc always brought light into his work.
A pioneer of modern art, and one of the signatories of Refus global, Leduc refused to be part
of the conformity and academicism of the time
and instead embraced abstract art. He is one of
the giants of the history of painting in Québec
and Canada.

CLAUDE LÉVEILLÉE (1932-2011)

PAUL HÉBERT (1924-2017)

A pioneer of the chanson québécoise , author-composer-interpreter Claude Léveillé left
behind immortal titles such as Frédéric, Les
vieux pianos and La légende du cheval blanc .
He recorded dozens of albums, co-wrote seven
musical comedies and composed music for many
films, and television plays and series, while also
pursuing an acting career. As homage to one of
its most celebrated residents, the Villeray–SaintMichel–Parc-Extension borough named its new
maison de la culture after Léveillé.

Patriarch of Québec Theatre, Paul Hébert spent
his life both behind the scenes and on stage.
The actor and director was recognized for the
mark he left on Montréal’s artistic stage from the
1950s onward. He founded or cofounded several
Québec theatres, and also had an illustrious television and film career.

Photo: Victor Diaz Lamiche
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NELLY ARCAN (1973-2009)
Nelly Arcan passed away too young, at 36. But
she left behind an original and acclaimed literary
oeuvre. Her novels, including Putain (published
in English as Whore ) and Folle ( Hysteric), spoke
of suffering and a lust for life through such
prisms as female identity and its relationships to
the body and beauty.

MONTRÉAL TOPONYMY
COMMEMORATES ITS BUILDERS

8
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The streets and parks of Montréal bear the names of the men and women
who have marked our history. They commemorate our collective heritage.
Here’s a quick presentation of ten new Montréal place names.

2

1
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1. PLACE IONA-MONAHAN, AHUNTSIC-CARTIERVILLE

5

Journalist and artistic director, honoured by the Order of Canada in 1985,
Iona Monahan (1923-2006) is known for her contributions to the world of
fashion. At the centre of the Quartier de la mode is a large public space
named in her honour in 2016.
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2. PARC DU VAISSEAU-D’OR,
MERCIER–HOCHELAGA-MAISONNEUVE
Le Vaisseau d’or is considered one of the greatest poems by Émile Nelligan
(1879-1941). Inaugurated in 2012, the eponymous park is adjacent to the
Hôpital Louis-Hippolyte-Lafontaine (formerly Saint-Jean-de-Dieu), where
the celebrated artist was institutionalized at the beginning of the 20th
century.

3. PARC MADELEINE-PARENT, LE SUD-OUEST
Leading figure in trade unionism and the feminist movement, Madeleine
Parent (1918-2012) had an unquenchable thirst for social justice. The activist is well known for her role in the unionization of women working in the
garment industry during the 1940s. What would be more natural than to
name a park in her honour in the Sud-Ouest borough, the setting for many
labour struggles?

4. PLACE DES FESTIVALS, VILLE-MARIE
One of the cultural metropolis’ most important gathering places, the place
des Festivals could not have a better name! Inaugurated in 2009 in the new
Quartier des spectacles, it is the scene of Montréal’s most important artistic
and cultural events.

5. PARC LHASA-DE SELA, LE PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL
Mexican-American singer, author and songwriter Lhasa de Sela (1972-2010)
adopted the Mile End as her creative space. She often spent time in what was
then known as parc Clark. Renamed in 2014, the space now commemorates
the memory of this musician who profoundly marked the Montréal imagination and landscape.

6. PARC OSCAR-PETERSON, LE SUD-OUEST
A native of Petite-Bourgogne, jazz pianist Oscar Peterson (1925-2007) had
a brilliant career in the United States and all over the world. From the age
of 15, he entertained in Montréal nightclubs, prior to playing beside the
greatest artists of his time, including Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald). A
park commemorates his contribution to Montréal’s international renown as
a cultural metropolis.

7. BOULEVARD ROBERT-BOURASSA, VILLE-MARIE
Robert Bourassa (1933-1996) was premier of Québec from 1970 to 1976, and
from 1985 to 1994. Of all Québec premiers, he was the only one to be born
and elected in Montréal. At 36, he became the youngest premier elected in
the history of Québec. He well deserved to be honoured with the renaming
of this boulevard by Montréal.

8. RUE MYRA-CREE, MERCIER–HOCHELAGA-MAISONNEUVE
Daughter and granddaughter of Mohawk chiefs, Myra Cree (1937-2005) in
1973 became the first woman to host a Radio-Canada news broadcast on
television. In 2000, she was made chevalière de l’Ordre national du Québec
for having cofounded the Oka-Kanesatake peace and justice movement. A
street in Montréal recognizes her efforts.
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Photo: Denis Labine, Ville de Montréal

9. BIBLIOTHÈQUE MARC-FAVREAU, ROSEMONT–LA-PETITE-PATRIE
Québec will never forget Sol, the famous clown and poet played by Marc-Favreau (1929-2005),
who touched generations of children—and adults! Inaugurated in 2013, the new library is inspired
by the social values of this major performer. The design and architecture of this building has won
several awards.

10. PARC FRÉDÉRIC-BACK, VILLERAY–
SAINT-MICHEL–PARC-EXTENSION
L’homme qui plantait des arbres ( The man who
planted trees ), an animated film by Frédéric Back
(1924-2013), touched off a worldwide citizens’
movement. Through this work and many others,
the artist underlined the importance of taking
care of nature.
Parc Frédéric-Back is located in the centre of the
Complexe environnemental de Saint-Michel. It
has become an expansive green space, the result
of an extraordinary metamorphosis for which the
filmmaker would have been proud.
Courtesy: Ville de Montréal
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TO BETTER PROTECT
OUR HERITAGE, NEW
BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN
CLASSIFIED
Adoption of the new Cultural Heritage Act in
2012 marked an important stage in the history
of cultural heritage protection by the State. The
result? During the last years, several buildings of
major heritage importance have been classified
and are now protected.

HABITAT 67
Who could have imagined that a final assignment, submitted by Moshe Safdie in 1961
when he was just an architectural student at
McGill University, would become an emblem of
Montréal? Constructed for Expo 67 in collaboration with engineer August Komendant, Habitat
67 continues to offer its residents privacy in a
high-density housing complex.
Habitat 67
Photo: Sylvain Past

CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF
COMMERCE BUILDING
The monumental architecture of this rue SaintJacques edifice is indicative of the wealth of the
institution for which it is named. Constructed
at the very beginning of the 20th century, the
six-story building features an imposing portico of
six Corinthian columns and a balcony in ornamental ironwork. The richness of its interior
materials, including Caen stone, mahogany and
bronze, is also impressive.

MAISON-ALCAN
Maison-Alcan is comprised of several buildings:
maison Lord-Atholstan, maison Béique, hôtel
Berkeley, maison Holland, maison Klinkhoff and
the édifice Davis. The ensemble reflects the
evolution of this part of the city, as well as the
development of architecture in Montréal and
Québec since the 19th century. This innovative
example of architectural integration is also an
important landmark in the history of conservation of the built heritage in Québec.

MONTRÉAL MASONIC TEMPLE
The Montréal Masonic Temple was constructed in 1928-1929 for the Freemasons, fraternal organization that were quite popular during the 19th and 20th centuries. Designed by architect John Smith
Archibald, the building is considered one of the finest examples of the Beaux-Arts style in Québec.
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CHAPELLE DU
GRAND-SÉMINAIRE-DE-MONTRÉAL
Located on the property of the Gentlemen of
Saint-Sulpice (classified a heritage site), this
chapel reminds us of the role played by these
priests in the history of Montréal and Québec.
Modified at the turn of the last century, the
chapel is one of the most beautiful examples of
Beaux-Arts inspiration in Québec.

STUDIO ERNEST-CORMIER
Constructed in 1921-1922 by Ernest Cormier
(considered the most famous architect of his era),
this studio is believed to be the first of its kind
in Québec. The quality of natural light bathing
the interior spaces through its immense window
is remarkable. The distinctly modern design of
this industrial-style building is apparent in such
aspects as built-in furniture and the decorative
elements.

THE FORMER HÔPITAL GÉNÉRAL
DE MONTRÉAL
This building was the setting of the social efforts
carried out successively by the Charon Brothers
and the Grey Nuns of Montréal in the 17th
and 18th centuries. Some parts of the building
date from the French regime era. Architectural
remnants on the site—including those of the
chapel—recount the history of its use and mark
the close link between this site and what was
once the rivière Saint-Pierre.
Former Montréal General Hospital
Photo: Jean Gagnon

CHAPELLE
NOTRE-DAME-DE-BON-SECOURS
The Notre-Dame-de-Bon-Secours chapel, originally constructed in the 18th century, is one of
the oldest places of worship remaining on the
island of Montréal. The property includes an
archaeological site and a collection of objects
testifying to the activities that took place here.
Other vestiges remind us of the presence of
Amerindians more than 1,500 years ago.

Studio Ernest-Cormier
Photo: Jean Gagnon

SITE ARCHÉOLOGIQUE DU MARCHÉSAINTE-ANNE-ET-DU-PARLEMENTDU-CANADA-UNI
Below place D’Youville can be found the
remnants of the first and third marchés SainteAnne, as well as the William collector sewer and
the Parliament of the United Province of Canada.
Archaeological digging at the site in the summer
of 2017 revealed new facets of Montréal history.

WINDSOR STATION
Historically associated with Canadian Pacific, one of Canada’s most important railway companies,
Windsor Station is also of great heritage importance because of its architectural style. Its U-shape
composition, comprised of three wings, is one of the finest examples of the Richardsonian Romanesque
style in Québec.
Windsor Station
Photo: Mikael Pollard
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A BREATH OF FRESH
AIR FOR MUSEUMS
Montréal is a city of museums.
During the last few years, several
of them have enjoyed renovation or
enlargement. A breath of fresh air
for these cultural jewels!

ART FOR EVERYONE
The Michal and Renata Hornstein Pavilion for Peace was the very first legacy of Montréal’s 375th. This
new exhibition building enriched the Montréal Museum of Fine Arts with 750 pieces, from the Middle
Ages to contemporary art, donations from the private collection of the two patrons. Their gift, unique in
Québec for its value and significance, is now accessible to the public.
The building also houses the Michel de la Chenelière International Atelier for Education and Art
Therapy. Covering 3500 sq. m., the facility is the largest educational complex in a North American
art museum. It offers innovative art therapy and health projects to people suffering from anxiety,
depression, Alzheimer’s disease and other conditions.

Michal and Renata Hornstein Pavilion for Peace, Family Lounge
Photo: Marc Cramer
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LITTLE-KNOWN TREASURES
The Musée des maîtres et artisans du Québec, a museum dedicated to the
ingenuity of Québec creators of handmade objects, is located in the SaintLaurent borough. Donations continue to enlarge the collection of 14,000
artifacts. Consequently, an appropriate storage space was needed. It is now
housed in the basement of the Bibliothèque du Boisé, in a specially designed
space created during the recent renovation of the library.
Maison Saint-Gabriel is one of the oldest buildings in Montréal. The Sœurs
de la Congrégation de Notre-Dame have lived there since its foundation
in 1668. The farm, which has been transformed into an open-air museum,
recently gained new museum space, the pavillon Catherine-Crolo. This
former residence for the nuns now houses various visitor services, as well as
exhibition and animation spaces.
Photo: Musée des maîtres et artisans du Québec
at the Bibliothèque du Boisé

THE CITY’S CABINET OF CURIOSITY
The Musée du Château Ramezay, located in the eponymous “castle”, is the oldest private historical museum
in Québec. The former residence of Montréal’s governor has been restored several times over recent years,
including its masonry, roof and windows. The renovations to the exterior enhanced its appearance. Now the
public can admire the entire historic building, with its recently reconstituted rear gallery, from the beautiful
landscape of its garden.
Restoration of the museums of Montréal has enhanced the city’s reputation for creation and history.

Maison Saint-Gabriel
Photo: Pierre Guzzo

Château Ramezay
Photo: Michel Pinault

107

Électro-Acrylique project
Photo: Sylvain Légaré

CULTURE MONTRÉAL: 15 YEARS DEVOTED TO THE CULTURAL METROPOLIS
A pillar of the cultural metropolis, in 2017, Culture Montréal celebrated
15 years of reflection, cooperation and action together with its members,
collaborators, and partners from all aspects of the city’s development.
With four new commissions (public art, quality of life, cultural citizenship
and digital Montréal), and its principal workshops (diversity, Francophone
character of the metropolis, cultural neighbourhoods and Montréal cultural
metropolis), the organization has taken a position on today’s and tomorrow’s issues for the cultural city. And it has offered solutions.

The coalition is independent and nonpartisan. It acts as a knowledgeable
and impartial resource for a great many subjects. Examples include the
artist studio crisis in Mile End and the closure of the Grand Costumier de
Radio-Canada.
Since its founding, due to the credibility of its stakeholders and the nature
of issues raised, Culture Montréal has lobbied for the importance of placing
culture at the heart of Montréal’s development.

THE CITY’S DNA UNDERSTOOD THROUGH HISTORIC EVENTS
Heritage is much more than just sites and buildings! This year, two Montrealers
and three local historic events were designated under the Cultural Heritage Act.
In 1642, Paul Chomedey de Maisonneuve and Jeanne Mance, cofounders of
Montréal, withstood the opposition of Governor Charles Huault de Montmagny
to found Ville-Marie. They have been recognized as people of historical
importance.
Publication of the novel Bonheur d’occasion ( The Tin Flute ), in 1945, was
also designated a historic event. This celebrated book, by author Gabrielle
Roy, was a refinement of fiction about Montréal’s working-class. It brought
Québec literature into the modern era.

Jackie Robinson’s first season playing baseball in Montréal in 1946 has officially become part of history. The first African-American player to participate
in Major League Baseball, Robinson had come from a brilliant career with the
Montréal Royals.
Finally, with the 50th anniversary of Expo 67, Québec also added this celebrated
universal exposition to the Registre du patrimoine culturel. These Montréal
accomplishments will live long in our memories!
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Photo: Frédérique Ménard-Aubin

A SUCCESSFUL 150th
ANNIVERSARY
In order to underline the 150th anniversary of
Confederation, the place des Festivals was transformed into a giant dance floor for a Discotheque
night. A wild party was organized by Canada
150 and the Festival international de jazz de
Montréal to mark the event.

Photo: Benoît Rousseau

Photo: Frédérique Ménard-Aubin

Thousands of festival-goers were energized
by a succession of Canadian hits of today and
yesterday. On the program: 24 musicians, 5
singers, 35 dancers, film projections and fireworks—all in a production by Yann Perreau, with
artistic and musical direction by DJ Champion
and Alex McMahon. An explosive cocktail for a
highly successful celebration!

Photo: Valérie Gay-Bessette
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Photo: Raphaël Thibodeau

MONTRÉAL’S FIRST FORT
HAS FINALLY BEEN EXCAVATED
Just a few years ago, it was nothing but ruins buried underground, at a
site unknown to archaeologists. Fort Ville-Marie, situated near today’s
place D’Youville, was the first fort in Montréal, constructed by colonists
for protection from the Iroquois.
Rediscovered and excavated in 2015, the original site and remnants of the
palisade that surround the fort are now covered by a superb glass and
light canopy. This new Musée Pointe-à-Callière facility opened its doors
to tourists and Montrealers in May 2017.
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Discovery of the fort was significant, because that’s where Montréal was
created. Paul de Chomedey de Maisonneuve and Jeanne Mance lived there
and established their headquarters in 1642— a very busy administrative
centre for a newborn city. The Museum pays homage to the two founders
and recounts their exciting story.

GIANTS WALK THE STREETS OF MONTRÉAL
Last spring, Montréal received a visit of the
Giants, colossal marionettes from the French
company Royal Deluxe. The Little Girl Giant, the
Deep Sea Diver and Xolo the dog took a spectacular walk through the streets of downtown
and Old Montréal, dazzling crowds because of

their scale and surprisingly light gait. Rising the
equivalent of five storeys, the 33-ton deep-sea
diver, his dog and 14 metre-high niece celebrated
Montréal’s 375th birthday by strolling through
the streets of the city, following a path and scenario designed specifically for Montréal.

The first North American city to host these
Giants, Montréal marshalled an army of volunteers and numerous local artists to make the
event a success that will be long remembered.

Photos: Alain Petel, Ville de Montréal
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WHEN THE CITY AND MUSIC ARE ONE
In celebration of Montréal’s 375th anniversary, the city was alive with the sounds of exceptional concerts
by the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal (OSM) and an outstanding production by the Opéra
de Montréal.
Each week, the OSM invited music lovers to its Symphonie urbaine , a rich program of a hundred concerts
offering new interpretations of the work of the greatest composers. Conducted by Kent Nagano,
the orchestra closed the season with a special concert combining music and dramatic visual effects,
an unusual collaboration between young composer Samy Moussa and the Moment Factory multimedia studio.
In March, the hot ticket was to the opera Another Brick in the Wall . Opéra de Montréal’s exciting leap
into a contemporary pop repertoire was in homage to Pink Floyd’s mythical album The Wall, which was
inspired by events in Montréal.
Finally, in August, about 300 musicians of the OSM, the Orchestre métropolitain and the McGill
Symphony Orchestra performed at Montréal symphonique , a memorable concert on Mount Royal. It
was a communion of classical and pop music under the stars, with the orchestras covering the songs
of Daniel Bélanger, as well as Rufus and Martha Wainwright—not to mention an incursion into the
repertoire of DJ Champion!

Another Brick in the Wall
Photo: Yves Renaud

Montréal symphonique
Photo: Éric Lamothe
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THE JARDIN DES ORIGINES:
A TRIBUTE TO INDIGENOUS WOMEN

PLACE VAUQUELIN RESTORED
AND MODERNIZED

Plantings of corn, beans and squash grow here abundantly without fertilizer
or plowing. There, a field of berries, with a patch of strawberries in pride
of place. Further away, in the woods, a shaded area under the trees where
Indigenous women used to seek rare plants. Finally, a medicinal garden,
an authentic replica of the healing plants selected by these wise women
of yesteryear.

With its fountain and stones of yesteryear, Place Vauquelin
represents a veritable haven of peace in the heart of the Old
Montréal, nestled between city hall, Champ-de-Mars and rue
Notre-Dame. A recent refurbishment has added a touch of modernity while preserving its heritage.

Inaugurated last June at the Maison Saint-Gabriel, the Jardin des origines
Is a lush garden of plants cultivated by the First Nations in the 17th century.
Its form is inspired by that of the tortoise, symbol of the world’s creation in
many Indigenous stories. This new garden is a testimony to the richness of
the heritage of women—French and Amerindian—in the history of Montréal.
History which, thanks to this garden, is alive today.

The park now boasts more contemporary furniture, a new
lighting system and free Wi-Fi access. The monument to Jean
Vauquelin was restored, and several trees planted. The plaza
was raised to its original level, i.e., that of the rue Notre-Dame
sidewalk, allowing access for people of reduced mobility.
As a result of all this work, in 2016 Place Vauquelin received an
Award of Excellence from the Canadian Society of Landscape
Architects. Its new contemporary elegance enhances the
square’s homage to naval commander Jean Vauquelin.

Photo: Maude Laferrière
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