
All homeowners who have an ash 
tree on their property have a duty 
to take action.

Did you know...



It’s very important to treat 
your ash trees to avoid that 
they become vectors of the 
emerald ash borer in your 
neighbourhood.

Moreover, if your ash 
trees shows dieback, it is 
important to have them 
remove. Dead trees left 
standing are a danger for 
public safety and cost more 
to remove.



Environmental :
•	 Reduction	of		the	heat	island	effect
•	 Improvement of air quality
•	 Reduction	of	flooding	risks
•	 Conservation of local biodiversity

Social :
•	 Enhancement of green urban 

spaces
•	 Quality of life
•	 Positive	psychological	effects

Economic :
•	 Increased market value in 

private properties
•	 Savings by avoiding felling costs

The are many advantages to the conservation of ash trees...!



What is the 
emerald ash 
borer (EAB)?

The emerald ash borer (EAB) is 
a green metallic beetle that can 
measure between 1,4 cm and 
1,8 cm as an adult. As a larva, 
the EAB can measure up to 3 
cm.

An invasive species coming from 
East Asia, this insect attacks all 
species of ash trees in North 
America.

EAB larvae feed by digging 
galleries under the tree bark, 
blocking the movement of 
nutrients from the roots to the 
higher branches of the trees. Ash 
trees thus decay and die 2 to 5 
years after infection if no action 
is taken.



How do I know if my property is in a high-risk area??

1) Access the emerald ash borer 
website through this link :
http://bit.ly/2aiNLb2

2) Enter your postal code in the 
search bar and click “Check”.

3) The search engine will 
indicate whether your property is 
in a high-risk area or not.



How can I distinguish an ash tree??

Ash tree leaves have 
compound and 
opposite leaves.

Leaflet

Le
af

Leaflets	(the	small	
leaves in the picture) 
are oval and pointy. 
They can be slightly 
dented.

Ash tree fruits are 
called samara. They 
can range from light 
green to yellow.

Ash trees have a 
creased gray bark.

In young trees, the 
bark is smooth and 
has some red tones.



Beware of confusing similarities!!

Leaves of the boxelder 
maple are noticeably 
dented, as opposed to 
those of ash trees.

Boxelder maple
(Manitoba maple)

These trees have leaves similar to those of ash tree leaves. 
However, butternut and bitternut hickory trees have 
alternate leaves - that is, leaves that are not symmetrically 
positioned on the branch.

Butternut and bitternut hickory



What are the 
symptoms of a 
sick ash tree?

Loss of leaves and 
dying branches at the 
tree top

D-shaped holes on trunk, 
used as exit for adult EAB

Abundant woodpecker 
holes

Growth of new branches 
and leaves in the lower 
part of the tree trunk



How do I choose what to do with my ash tree??

Ash tree with 
less than 30 % 
dieback

Within a 
high risk 
area

Outside a 
high risk 
area

On the whole 
territory

Proceed to treat your ash 
trees and benefit from a 
subsidy for the treatment.

Treatment of you ash trees 
is recommended. However, 
no subsidy will be awarded.

Proceed to remove your 
ash trees. Consult with a 
professional before going 
ahead to ensure that the 
dieback is irreversible 
before taking action.

Ash tree with 
more than 30 % 
dieback



Beware!

Please pay attention to this
plan to help you identify the
limits of your property in
relation to the City’s public
right-of-way.

The subsidy is only allotted when you treat your tree 
through the services of a tree management or horticulture 
business registered with the subsidy program.

For a list of registered buisnesses, please visit : http://bit.ly/2aAerbD

When treating 
an ash tree, 
what are the 
conditions to 
access the 
subsidy?

Four conditions have to be met to access the subsidy:

Is your property located in a high-risk area?

Is there at least one ash tree (or more) or more 
than 15 cm of diameter on your property?

Is the ash tree located on your property, as 
opposed to those on the City’s public right-of-
way?

Does your ash tree present less than 30 % dead 
branches and leaves?

1)

2)

3)

4)

!

House

Sidewalk

Property line

Street



Conditions to the subsidy program!

The subsidy is allocated directly to the business.

The subsidy includes half of the total costs of treatment 
with TreeAzinTD and a fixed amount of $ 20 for the bureau 
treatment of the subsidy demand processed by the business.

All other costs billed by the business (including travel 
expenses, additionnal costs, etc) are not subsidized by the 
program.

All taxes added on the cost of the treatment and the 
business services are incurred by the landowner.

The subsidy program covers a maximum amount of 
$ 2000 per property distributed within a two-year frame.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)



How is the subsidy calculated??

The portion of the costs covered by the 
subsidy is calculated as follows:

50 % of the cost of the treatment up until
$ 3/cm of the tree trunk diameter
(measured at 1,4 m from the ground)

Example :

= Diameter x cost

= 30 cm  x $ 6/cm

= $ 180

= 50 % of the total cost of the 
treatment

= 50 % of $ 180

= $ 90 +	$	20	(fixed	amount)

= $ 110

Tree diameter : 30 cm
Cost : $ 6/cm of trunk diameter (maximum)

Portion of 
costs covered 
by the 
subsidy

Total cost of 
the treatment

1,4 m

Diameter
(minimum of 15 cm)



What should I 
do if my ash tree 
presents more 
than 30% of 
dieback? You are legally obliged to fell your tree before 

December 31st, 2016.

Beware!

Before felling your tree, you must get a felling 
permit at your local borough office.

If authorized by your borough, felling permits 
are free for ash trees.

Felling costs are not subsitized and are fully 
incurred by the landowner.

!



Looking at the 
costs of each, is 
it cheaper to fell 
my ash tree or to 
treat it?

The presence of a tree on your property 
contributes with a significant monetary value.

Increased market value for 
your property

Example:

For an ash tree with a diameter of 60 cm, the costs of felling and 
pruning can reach thousands of dollars.

For the same price, it’s possible to treat your ash tree once every 
two years for many years and, as such, to continue to enjoy the 
benefits	that	the	presence	of	your	ash	tree	give	you.

Ecological services given 
(improved air quality, reduced 
heat	island	effect,	reduced	
water	runoff,	etc)

$



In case of non-compliance with the by-law...!

If you do not treat or fell your private ash tree, 
you expose yourself to fines going from $ 350 
to $ 700 for a legal person and from $ 700 to
$ 1400 for a juridical person.



http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/agrile

agrile@ville.montreal.qc.ca

For more 
information...


